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FOREWORD

This thesis is the presentaetion of the history of ths Churches
of Christ in Morgan County, Kentuscky, from their bsginning %o the pre-
sent day. Although the term “Church of Christ" predominates in Yorgzan
County, it will be used synonymously with the Christisn Church in this
thesie. The term "Disciples of Christ® will not be used, although it )
is the name of the brotherhood ae given in the United States Census re-
ports and the name on the Year Book, |

Morgan County has an area of 413 squars milesl and a population
of 16,827,2 It is located in the central eastern part of Kentucky, in
the northwestern sectlion of the southern Anpalachian MHountaing known as
the Cumberland Plateau. The Licking Hiver, creeks and dranches have
digseeted it into low and narrow ridges until it retnins 1ittls of the
plateau character., The ridge lands rise to elsvations ranging from
1200 to 1300 fest above sea level,

The inhabitante of Morgan Cownty are of British Isles ancestry
with e sprinkling of Qermans snd French Huguenoits. The present popula-
tion is 100 @sr cont American born with the exception of about hslf a
dozen people, ™Nigger Liz™ is the only colored resident of the county.

Yy intereat in ths sounty, espscially the churches, has existed
for several years. This interest has been intensified by the utterly
false conception that many outsiders (even the most of those who have

written about the hille) have of the actual conditions in the southern

1
Pe 289,

Jilleon, ¥. R., The Geology snd Mineral Resources of Kentucky,

2.8, Census, 1940,
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Appalechien hizhlonds. Jome thirk thal the mountainsers are tha only
resl Americans and that they live in a2 veritebls Hden, whilc othurs
considar t ha lirahthe "™ill-billies” as subsisting on cornbread and
gow bally, us one cound of deedly monotony and boraedom disturbed ouly
by ocemsionzl ~utbursts ¢f fanatical emodioreliem. Obviously, both
positions are ridiculous,

I was born (Jan., 26, 1915) in ¥organ Couniy. MNany of my
ancestors wers among the originel settlers, Although T moved from
the county at the age of seven, I hav: made numerous visits to my
many felutivea etill living there. It has been my privilege to itravael
in thirty states and the Britieh Ieles; to study in [ive different
colleges and universities, ‘Canaeauontly, I think thet nmy native back-
ground and "outside™ contacts put me in the position to present an un-
biased history of Morgan C§unty. Yhile my firet concern iv this tresie
is teo pregent & history of the Chureh of Christ, the necszeity of plac-~
ing the c¢hurch in its environment will nrot be-ovsrlaakade

To gather deta for this thesie I have used ths Butler University
Library, the Indiarapolis Public Library, the Indiana State Library, and
the 1ibrary of the College of the Bidble at Lexington, Keutucky. I have
8lso had access to the minutes of the Kentucky Christien Missionsry Jon-
ventions from 1889 to 1917 and a few coples after that.l The cinutas
of the Annual Keetings of the Church of Christ from 1924 to 1949 wers
also at my disposal.,2 petually though, little has been published atout

Morgan County and practically nothing about the Church of Christ, Dis-

1Offica of the Kentucky Christien Missionary Soclety, 806 Security
Trust Building, Lexington, Ky.

2In nossassion of the secretary of the Annusl Meetinz, lirs. Ova
Haxgy, “lamton, Ky,
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covering the paueity of secondary sourcs material, I was foreced to go
to Worga: County and to gather the greater part of my dats from original
source materiale., In June, 1440, I spent ten days vieiting every Church
of Christ in the county end prozching one night for the most of them. I
gtudied tha chursh books snd searched out the old peopla in such congre«
gation to trlk with them. My visit slso led me to talk with the lesdars
of ths other corrumions of the eccunty, and to gather several copies of
the inutes of 3sptist Associations., In September, 1940, I attended
the Annusl Veeting of the Chureh of Gh}ist. The corralating of the
collected date lad me to spend a few more days in the county in Merch,
1941. DRasides this, I have writien and received numeroue letters con-
cerniny the shturches and prqachers;

The Year ok of Diseiples of Christ hes not been quoted.
Few churches in the county over make sny report to the Year Book
Publisation Committsa, This forces pszonle who know little about the
local situation to guess at the corditisne, Thus, soma of the stetistics
are reliable, but many 0® them are mors confusing than enlightening.
A3 exarmles we may nots the following errors. In 1923 the Year Pook
reportad that ths Thite Oak Church had 218 membera. The following vesr
the church reaportsd only sevoniy-five mambers to the Annual ﬁeoting.l
In the 1912 edition »f ths Vear Book the list of Morgan County churches
included %1k Creek with 180 mombers snd "Gollash™ with 55. Botih refer
to the sams church. The Gollash (Coloses) Church is loeatsd on a
trivutary of Tik {Tork) Cresk., The sama YVesr Book renortel the Wew
Yopa Church vith 66 mevhere and A. J. Tillisnse as ministers and the

Lacy Cresk Churceh with 70 members and 7. J, Beculhimer as minister.

1¥inutss af fnmu~l Meeting, 1924,
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Yow, the iler "opa Church is locatsd on lLecy Craesk end thers igs just
¥ £

the ore chureh.

I wish to express my deepest anpreciation to all who have 8o
willingly sesisted me in gathering the necessary data for this thesis.
The list is too long to mention, but dus eredit shall be givan in the

footnotes and bibliogranhy.
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A HISTORY OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST

IN MORGAN COWNTY KTHMTUCKY
Chapter 1: SOCIAL AND GEOGRAPHIC

The present confines of lorgan County were traversed by surveying
and hunting parties as early as 1787, but the year of the first permnnent
settlemant is unknown., About 1800 several families from central Kentucky
moved into the region. Some came because of the abundance of wild geme and
othere because of cheap land., This region was not touched by ths main trails
across the mountaing so the people came in from the west, Later, new irails
ware opened up and veople came directly from east of the mountsins, This
circuitous route is 111ustr§ted by the pilgrimage of the Nickell family. In
1745 John Nickell, a Scotech-Irighman, came from Northern Ireland to Augustsa
County, Virginia, Later some of his sons emigrated to Greenbriar River (West
Virginia)., In 1788 one of them, with five of his sons, came on to central
Kentucky, A few years later some of them turned east nnd settled within the
present bordere of Morgan County, One of the Nickells owned two hundred acrses
of land in Bourbon County, but his dislike of farming plus the secarcity of
game caused him to trade his farm for two bear dogs and a rifle snd move to
Morgan County. Here he found plenty of geme, 8o he stayed.l

A large number of the pioneer settlers of Morgan County were Revolu-
tionary War soldiers, I oouldﬁﬁot find that the land was given to them for

their services, but some of it may have been. It sesms more in keeping with

known co- ditions to suppose that some of them had difficulty in establishing

titles to their land in centrel Kentucky, and being dispossessed, they came

lyickell, Joe, History of the Nickell Family, Topeka, Kansas, 19323
currant local traditlon,




2
back into the hills and bought land from the stats for ten cents an
acre. Here they could be sure of their holdings. “This, of course,
hald true for the other settlers as well a&s the soldiers.

After the initial settlement around 1800 the population stead-
ily increassd and ag it did the need of & local government bacanme
asparant. ¥or sore time every man was a law unto himself and his
rifle enforced the law., By 1822 the need of & local government was so
kaenly fselt that a group of the citizens sent a petition to the Kentucky
Legislature asking for the formation of & new county. They nroposed to
call it Morgan to perpetuate the neme of Gemeral Danisl Morgan of
Revolutionary War fame. Probably some of the citizens had served
under him. The legislature granted the vnetition, and out of Floyd and
Bath Gounties, lorgan was formed in 1823, 7Jest Liberty was made the
county seat ani in 1826 a court house was built.}

The population of the county in 1830 was 2859, but iis area
was much larver than at the present time. The native population was
increzsing and new settlers were arriving in large numbers. The
population had risen to 4,083 in 1840, In spite of the fact that
Morgan lost some of its territory to Johnson County in 1843, when the
latter was formed, the population continued to rise. The census for
1350 showed 7,620 seople., The number conitinued to climb and in 1860
raached 9,237, notwithstanding the fact that Morgan lost some more
tarritory when Rowan County was formed in 1856.2

Let us go back a 1ittls and look at the reads in the county.

An act of the Kentucky Legiglaturs in 1817 named three commissioners

lggoking Valley Courier Supplement, Dec. 27, 1923,

23.&, Cengug Reports.
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to "view, survey and mark s road lying on the nearest ard best way"
from Hount Sterling to Prestomsburg and on to the Virginia line to
maet a road constructed by that state., The Greenbriar and “ilderness
trails were alrsady belng used as routes of commerce to the sast,
but this new road was to be shorter than sither (and it passed through
the county)s Soon work began and in the early 1820°'s it was suitable
for uss.1 Jagons pulled by oxen traveled upon it and stock {especially
hozs and cattle) was driven over it in large numbers to market east of
the mountains. This meant a great deal to Horgan County as it zave
an outlet for livestock and establishsd Taster communication with the
ce;tral part of the state.<

Aceording to the modern conception of paved hiphways, this
road was no bettsr than a trail, We uust remember though, that no
parts of the whole country had very zood romds, Trees wers feolled
and clearad out, some of the stsepest places were graded, and fords
vare established at shallow places in the streams. Improvements were
made year by year snd by 1839 a few bridges had besn built., In the
summer tims the road was dusty but traversable, uJuring ths winter,
mul snd swollen sireams made traffic extreomely difficult and often
imsossible, By 1850 cther markete and other trade routes to thse old
markets rad opened up for central Kentucky. The old state road ceasad
to be used for intsrstate commerce. Consequently, ths state withdrew
its support and the counties through which it passed took it over,

From the first, the county had besn intorested in roads but its lack

lyerhoef?, Mary, The Kentucky Mountains, Transportation and

Commerce 1750 te 1911. Vol. I, pp. 148-156,

2
I have no proof hut it seems reasonable that this “"openirng wp"
of this section had some bearing on their desire to form a new county.
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of funds, znd erude system of bullding -nd maintaining them, had nro-
duced only the poorest kind »f roads, Zach district had an ovsrosear
and all men werse supposel to work = certain numbsr of days sach year
on the roads., This might be to build new ones or improve ths olil.
“hile the stste road was supportad by the state, it was in about the
same condition as the rosds in the Blue Grass, but when it revertsd
to the county ite condition sank to the level of ihe ¢ounty roads.
Jugt how noor theue roads were is hard for us to realize, Often they
were in the middle of the small streams, and when they wers supposed
to be on dry lend, they erossed ithe streams severy faw yards., (ne
road is reported to have crossed a streanm forty-seven times on a six
mile stretchil

In 1848 an attompt was made to use the Licking River as a route
of comrerce. 4 boat load of coal was taken cut and marketed at Yaris.
In the following ysars s few more hoat lcads were shipped but the river
proved to he tno swift and crooked to permit success of this schems,

Having considered the political beginning of the county und
ths road system, let us glance at the sducation systewm. ¥antucky be-
cane a state in 1792 and in 1808, public lands were appronriated to
establish colleges snd ssmineries. Hany were establisghed bhut few
lasted any time *ecsuse of lack of support, and in many instancges ths
land was uwsad for other nurposes. At the beginning of Morgaen County
the court attempted to establish s ssminary and had the donated land
gurvayed, Trustees of the proposed institution were appninted, The
land was s80ld, but ths amount it brought or whet the court did »ith
thoe money is unknown "but it is certain that no part of it was used

for sducational nurposszs, and no such institution as the Horgan County

1
Staterment by J, . Bolin,
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Semirary was ever endowad, or had any existence, only in nema. "}
The plain fact is that early Kentucky did 1ittle for education. The
gtate left it up to the counties and they in turn left it up to the
distriets. The report of the Kentucky Zducational CJormission in 1921
summarizes conditions in the following terms:

The distriet voted & school, fixed its own taxes, znd elected
its own trustees, who constructed ths schoolhouse, employed the
tsacher, fixed her selary, and determined the length of the Lerme-
in short, managed the school.?

In June 1840 Bishop 2, B. Smith, Superintendent of Public
Instruction, in a published communication stated that in Floyd County
there were 2,055 children of school age (five to fiftsen), but that
not one was in school., Pike County had only twenty~five in school
out of 1,066 who were eligible. In the whole state ohly 32,920 warse
in school out of 170,000 that should have been.® While Collins, who
gives these figures, does not mention Korgan County it seems in keeping
with knowm facts to assume that the situation was similar to that |
axisting in Floyd end Pike Counties., Gometime after this, schools werse
sstablished all ovar the county., The three-month term was sufficient
to teach the fundamentals of the three R's and this was considered
erisugh education., In order that the teacher might be surs that his
students were studying, they resd their lessons aloud and thus gained
the nickrame of "bhlab schools.® Now, the sstablishmont of these schools

rovaerlaed some progress in the direction of formal education but actually

the greatest amount of education was carried on in the home. The

Lool, J. T Hazslrigeg in Licking Valley Courier Supplsment,
DGG. 27, 1923‘

EPublic “ducation in Kentucky, p. 28.

30011ins, Lewis & R, Ha., History of Kentucky, Vol. I, p. 45.
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mother taught her daughter how to cook ani care for the house, how
to make clothes and raise a garden., The father taught his son how to
farm, how to cut trees and hunt. These practical things woere the
essartials in that primitive society.

Briefly glancing at the situstion just urior to the Civil
Yar we find a rural isolated socliety. The forests supplied the psopls
with loge to build their houses, with plenty of fuel and an abundance
of wild game. Their e¢lothing wms made {rom the skins of znimnls or
from wonl grown on their own sheep or from flax grown in their own
gardens., 4ost of their food was produced on their own farms. Coffee,
salt and calico were about all that was imported. On the whole, they
wera self~-supporting and retained only limited contact with the outside
world,

Now we come to the horridle Civil Jar and must examine its
effect upon iorgan County. Slaves had boen introduced at an early
date and in 1840 thers were sixty-one in the county. Thers were 187
in 1850 and in 18860 there were 170 slaves and eighty-one free Hegroes.l
This was the largest number of slaves ir any mowantain county. ith
the rast of the state the county tried to remain neutral, but such a
struggle could not be indifferently ignored. The citizens took sides
in thoughts snd actions, for some went north snd some went south o
join the armias, As we might expect from the numcer of slaves in the
sounty, a considerable number was in favér of the South. In fact,
some rebels upenly ran for public officas!?

At different times both Horthern and Southern soldiers c¢rosssd

l1vid,, Vol.II, p. 259.

“Ibid., Vol. I, p. 108.
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the county and three small skirmishes were fought nesr “est Liberty.
In 1862 the court house and clerk's office were hurned. Thus many
valuable documents went up in flames, At different times small
bande of guerillas entered the county. Sometimas local men formed
gasrilla bands and killed = faw sympathizers o the opposite side.
In the last year of the war the rebels beccms so sirony that many
Tmion sympathizers had to leave the county. This local guerilla
activit& embittered the peopls to the extent that it lingered aftar
tha war wasp over,

There ig not much to write about the period from the cloge
of the war to the opening of the twentieth century. The isolated
sslfesupporting conditions continued. The Negroes left the county in
a hurry, for out of the 251 in 1860 only forty~four remainsd in 1670.1
In that ten year period the population deeremsed from 9,237 teo 5,975,
but this was largely because the eounty had bsen further broken up by
the formation of four new counties--ilagoffin and @olfe in 1860 and
71140t end Henifee in 1869.2 This also partially mccounts Zor the
decraase ip the number of Negroes., After this brief decreass the
nopulation steadily increased the rest of the century., In 1880 it
wng 8,455 and 11,249 in 1890, The report for 1900 listed 12,792
paopla,.

About the heoginning of the new century, movements began which
have vitally affected the 1ife of the county. The first was the
exodug of large numbers of people. To a lesser degres this had been

continuing all through the peet century. In the 1890's the stream

tvid., Vol. II, p. 261.

2ﬁot all of the territory in any of the new counties came
from Horgan but in each instance a considersble amount of it did.
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of emigrants rapidly expsnded as hundreds went to Oklahoma and Texas
to homestead land, This stream grew still larger as others left for
“nublie works" (mines, mills, factories, etc.)., They went to the
Hazard cosl fislds, to the Big Sandy, to Northern Xentucky, to Ohio,
Indiana end Illinois. Now, many of these people were among the best
citizens, therefors the eounty suffered by losing tham.

4t thig seme time outside capitalistus began to exploit the
ratural resources of the cowrty. The Ohio and Kentucky Hailroad
constructed s branch line from Jackson to Licking River in Morgan
Gounty. Another brench line, known as the Morehead, Northfork and
Lennox Railway, was built from Morehesd to Lennocx, The first came
from the south and the latter from the north. These two railroads
provided adecurte transportation for the marketinz o7 coal and timber.
In 1901 the Kentucky Blook Cannsl Coal Company (head offices in New
York) began ovarations in Cannel City. At first they employed s
gmall number of men, but as they enlarged the mine and put in more
wachinery the rnumber of employees inereased. In 1323 they were
employing about two hundred men and mining soproximately 50,000 tons
per yesr., This railrosd was 5lso used to haul timber products, Two
passenger trains, hauling passengers, freight and mail, made the
trip daily.}

The railrosd that connected the county with Morshemd was
largely ussd to haul timber products.' For years and years the Liciing
River had been used to raft logs. Thsy would be taken to mills at
Farmers or other places down the river, The great tracts of virgin

timber, however, woere sufficient to warrant the bullding of railrounds

1Lickgng Valley Courier Sunplement, Dec. 27, 1923,




9
and mills. About 1902 ths Roper-Zsece Lumber Company constructe! 2
band mill on Mordiea Creek and began work., .fter cutting out the
hegt timber there they woved up to Lennox =nd built an selectric
double bard mill., It was claimed to be ons of the best in the state.
Tyis company empnloyed about 150 men the year around, luring the ten-
bark season ths number of employees doubled or trebled.}

At Lennox s good sized village arose. The company huilt
houses for its labarora;'eonatruotad 8 large notel snd commissary,
The payroll was large and the community pnrospered. Practiecally the
sama thing haonened at Cannel City and several other mushroom towms
sprang up alongz the railroads,

In 1921 the Premium Cannel Coal Company (hend offices at
¥t. Sterling) bagan oparations on Rush Branch of Tlk Tork. Here was
a large coal field that had been mined to some extent for many years.
In 1876 2 block of coml sixty-seven inches sguare wmeg teken to Phile~
delphia to be sxhihited at the Centennial Txposition end wae awarded
ths gold medal . 2 Notwithstanding brigzht prospects, the compe y lasted
only a fav years.

At Ca~nel City the mining industry lasted a much longer tims.
In 1923 it was prophesied that the coal would lset twenty or thirty
vears longer. Ir a few years, though, the operations slacked up and
in less then {ifteen yveers the cosl tippls wesg torn down end the
company gona.

By 1923 the mill et Lennox had eut cut the hest timber, and

for this resson it too ceased operation. A few men were employed %o

lﬁtatament by J. ¥. Bolin, who was =an employee of th:e Roper=-

Reece Lumber Co. for ssveral years,

%1icking Valley Courier Supplerent, Dec. 27, 1923,
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load the lumber alresdy cut. This lasted five or six years. Gradually
the mill and villags were torn down,

The people who moved into the villagesz sround the mines and
wills were =lmost all from ¥organ Cowmty. A few came from adjoining
countiss and only a fraction from the “outside.” Yhen the industries
left, thesa peopla were stranded. “hat were they tc d0? Some left
the ecounty to go to "public works” at other places, but the majority
want back to theif farme (if they hed not sold them). The once pros-
parous villages dwindled. Lennox reverted to farminz country. The
town of Cannsl City still remains, but it is a thost of its former
salf,

%ow the railroads lingered longsr than the mills and mines,
Their main sourcs of incomse gone, they continuei Lo haul some freight
and passenners. Thelr combination freight-passenger trains sradually
docrensed in number. The condition of the tracks became very bad.

For a few years there ran f{rom lMorehead to Wrigley a motor-coach
known as the "Goose.” Finally, all trains were taken off the rum,
even the Goose cemsed flying and the itracks were taken out,

Now, a8 the industiries are gone we may inguire sbout their
effeoct upon the 1life of the county., Such compenies are often accused
of exploiting the natural resources, and the people too, without meking
adeguate comnensatlon. Was that the case here? Many factors are to be
considered,

I wish to say, at firet, that the companies paid remsonabla
nrices “or the natural resources. They pald their laborers fui
wages. Before ihair coming, the coal and timber meant litile to
the owners, go the companies made it nossidble for them to realize

something from the resources with which thse Creator had blessed thenm,
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Thus, for land, leases and wage: many dollars were brought into the
county. This mads it possible for ths neople to buy more menufactured
gnods which could easily be brought in by tha railroads. Thase facliors
may cause us to assume that the standards of living were sreatly raiged.
Cartainly the peopls couwld afford many thinga that they could not bo~
fore. Some earmed more money in a month than they had previously
sarnad in a year. The amount of money alone doss not determine the
standard of living, howevsr,

Intil investigation, T assumad that the coming of the rail-
roads lowered the priss of transporting menufactured goods., There is
no doubt that 1t Aid increase the volume but to my surpriese, many
stores continued to haul their merchandise by wagon, as they had
baen doinz, In many cases it was mctually cheaper. Ny father,

Je X. Bolin, tells of hauling "goods” from ’lorehead to Florress«-

a digtance of thirty-five mdles, It took him almost three days to
make the “rip. Twelve “undred pounds was considered a zood load.

H3 raceive’ from 3,50 teo $1.90 per hundred, depending upon the weather.
Hs hauled before the coming of the railroads and continued to haul
aftsr they camse,

Did the people havs better food and elothing and live in
batter houses? Did they have batter churches to attend and better
achoole for their children? My answer is "No."™ Their houses were
auickly and erudely thrown together. Thelr slothing may have been =
1ittle better, but not much. On the farms they ralsed their own
gardens, cannsd their own fruits, milked their own éows and buichered
their own hogs-=in short, were largely self-supporting, In the
villages, they had to buy svery bite they ate. These things took a~-

bout all theii‘ money. A living was all they haad, whelher they worked
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on the farm or in the mill, snd it was much harder %o emrn in the
rill, ‘When they returned to their run-down mountein farms, the
moat of them were poorer than when they left, As to sducation and
relicion, there was not a great deal of differercs, The companies
showed little interest in aither. Their sunreme motivs in goine into
the county was to make money and that was sll. I am not condemming
them, but stating the facts., Omly in'ona case did I discover any=-
thing done by them for the eultursl and religious bonafit of the
peopla. At Carnel Clty the coal company permitted its carnenters
to construct a church building when the supplies ware furnishsd by
the Christian neopla,

The railreads, mills and mines emms mnd disturbhed the slumbere
of the county. When they left, the county returned 4o its former
eagsa, althourh poorer in natursl reasscurces. Tholir permanent effsct
upon the county was limited, ¥mybe we are justified in giving them
eredit for first introducing the eommty to the world beyond its
hordera,

How we c¢ome to the last twenty-five years, ‘The population
in 1910 wng 16,259 and in the next ten vears it only increased to
16,513, Ths next dacads sew a decline to 15,137, This was largely
becauge of the exodus »~f s large number from the country, In 1940
it roeached the nesk of 15,827 largely becauss the depression had
driven many from the factories back to the home sounty. This “modsrn
era” is extremely interesting but very difficult haecsuse of its
closeneae to us. At the present time the ocountry is in the midst
of tramendous changes. Good roads, cars, radios, daily papers, stc.,
are swiftly bringing the county out of its century of comparative

isolation, Selentifie farming is being introduced hy the county
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agent and through the schools., Hdueation is still far behind the
standards of the United States, dut ie making greét nrogress,

During the Oreat War, Morgen County contributed 348 soldiers,
many of whom saw action abroad. Twenty of thess did not return and
twenty=four were wounded seversly.l While in other narts of the
country and oversens thess men saw how other pennle lived snd this
inspired many of them to make improvements when they returned honme,

I do not know jJjust how far we can press this idea, but I am confident
that it muset be considered.

As steted mbave, the mein industries hawe left +he county
The big coal minas have given place to dozens of oal banks," which
may be worked “y two or twenty men., Often they supply fuel for the
fare, but & considerable smount of coal is hauled by truck to local
markets arnd to centrsl Kentucky. Walle the best timber is cut out,
there are a Tew small tracts of timber svitable for market and a
considerable amount of sacond growth, Ceveral small mills are dise-
nrarasd through the gounty. vnifferent 0il and gms companies have
drilled wells in the county a~d some of them have nroduced in naying
quantities and cquelities, but in reslity, they have not proved much
0? an seget to the county. They may be more fully developed in
future years, The blg industey in Morgan County is farming. The
county is vradominantly rural snd has only one town close to 1,070
population and thet is 7est Liberty. A4s has been the condition since
the founding of the county, the great majority of the people meks their
living ot ferming, The Works Progress Administretion hne suprlamented

this during the last few years. The Netiongl Youth Associstion has

1&}ck1ﬁg VYalley Courier Supplement, Dec. 27, 1923,
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snonsored several projects in the county. Hundreds of boys have
gone to the Civilian (Conservation Corps camps., In the second
quarter of 1933 eighty~-six per cent of the people were receiving
some kind of government relief.l This dropped to thirty-six per
cant in the third quarter and has continued close to that until the
present time, At present an average of about 350 men work the your
around on WPA, They work sixteen days per month--the common laborers
receive $32.10 and the skilled laborers up to $56.° The relief
agencies in the county have built roads, schools and waterworks.
They have sponsored clerical projects, homemaking centers, etc.
¥hile these have reslly meant a great desl to the county, of necessity
they cannot be permanent. The progress and hops of the county must
lie in the realm of agriculture. The crude methods of farming to
raise enough to "get by" must give place to better ones., The (armers
must learn to raise better livesitock and get more from their soil,
and in doing so, 1ift their standard of living.

¥r, Yander Wrather, ithe county egent, is trying desperately
to bring this about, He is being helped by the scheols, in which
there are sevenieen 4H Clubs with five hundred members. The picture
of the average farm, as given by Mr, Wrather, will give a good con-
ception of the farming condition,.? On‘the 3,150 farms thers ars only
half dogzen tractors., The averags farm contains sixty-five acres and
is worth about $1300. The dwelling house is worth about 300, Betwsen

five and six neople are supported by each farm., TFor each farm there are

1y, s, Dodeon, Living Conditions and Population Mipretion in
Faur lachign Countiss. p. 46.

24rs, Opal Tlam, Referral Agent of WPA at West Liberty.

3statement by Yander Wrather, March, 1941,
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one-third of one sheep, 3.5 head of cattle, 1.5 head of work stock,
25 hens, .8 acre of tobacco, 8 acres of corn, 3 of wheat, cats, rye,
and sorghum. The principal cash income is the 3100 received from
tobacco. The total income is approximately $600. 'then this is
compared to the typiocal American family's income of $1,160 to support
four peopls, the low standard of living of the averagse farm family
is quickly discerned.l

To continue the modern aspects of the county, let us look at
their roasds, The first mile of improved roades was built less than =
quarter of a century ago. Seeing that Vest Liberty needed a romd to
comnect it with a railroad, County Judge J. H. Sebastin (1918-22)
psrsuaded the county to build one, It extended from West Liberty
across the Index Hill and tobthe railroad at Index, a distance of
two and one-half miles., This caused & great commotion among the
paeoples They complained at the expense and said that the sounty
would never get out of debt. YNevertheless, a good thing was startied,
and once started, it has continued to this day. By 1924 the road had
bean extended to the Menifee County line., Soon contracts were let
for a road going eanst to the Magoffin line, The other counties were
having roads constructed through them at the same time and by 1928
a good highway traverssed the county and comnnected it with the Big
Sandy Valley on the east and the Blus Graes on the west., While the
county began this building, the moast of the credit must go to the
state,

The state has constructed many more miles of road in thaz

1Consumer'a Guide, Sept., 1938, The statisties are for the
year 1935«1936 and would be & little higher for the present.

25tatement by Ove Haney in Licking Valley Courier, May 30, 1940.
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county, The WPA had built thirty-eight miles of country to market
roais by May, 1940. It is still busy constructing new roade and
improving old ones. UNot all points in the county heve besn reached,
but the most important ones have, and the rond system is constantly
expanding. The importance of these roads will be ssan if we remomber
that there are no railrosds in the county. “hat products that sre
takon to market and what manufactured goods are to be brought in
must bs by highway, Higlways ars seldom luxuries and in Morgen
County they are absolute essentials,

I have already shown that education got & poor start in
Kentucky, and especially in the mountains, As Norgsn is one of the
mountain counties, what is the condition there at the present time?
In the Kentucky Constitution of 1891 we find a mandate requiring
the Ganeral Assembly to "provide for an eofficient system of common
schools throughout the state.” In 1893 laws were passed to do this,
but it was not until 1904 that any taxes wers levied for this purpose
and not until 1908 was this legislation made zenersl for all locsl
units.l Hhile this is & very brief statement of the facts, I do not
wish %o minimlige their importance, for these laws chunpged education
from a voluntery to a compulsory system. The state finally realized
that the counties by themselves could not provide educational faci-
lities and that the districts should not be left to themselves to
conduct such sducational systems as they chose. ¥ven these zood laws
did not produce miracles but they did commit the state to met in
supplying sdequate schools.

Morgar, as with all the counties, benefitted from the state's

loublic Zdueation in Kentucky, n. 8.
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interest, but the most physieal rrogress hos besn mede in the last
sight years., Thanks to "PA end the educationel leaders ir ths county,
gixteen new school buildings have been constructed, The estimated
worth of these is 3400,007 but has cost the cownty only 525,000,
The thres county high sshool bulldings ars among the new ones and are
made of nativ: stone. The one at est Liberty is claimad to be the
best high school in the mounteins, and one would have to travsl a
lonz way to find one more beautiful., There is also & high school at
¥zel run by a religious group. Hemembering that zood roads make it
possible to haul students long distances to schools, the school sys-
tem in Yorgan is the best it hus over been, Before getting too
optimistic, however, I will state a fow sobering facts aborut the
gchool system. For the schbal year 1939-1940 thers were 4,187 students
enrolled in the ninety sehools of the county--an average of 46.5
students per school. Of the ninety schools only six have four or more
rooms, one has thres rooms end fourtsen havs two. The remaining
sixty-nine are one room buildings.l The high schools last nine months
but the others only seven. The latter would mean 140 days of school,
but the average nupil attends between 80 and 90 days. The aversge
teacher's salary is about $500 per year. Truly, commendable progress
has been made but thece facts wake us realize that a deplorable con-
dition still exists,

Realizirngz that religion does not exist in =z vacuum, I have
tried to zive a brief history of Xorgan County as a preparation for

my main interest., The church is not a separate segment of life; it

lThose figures were received from lr, Ova Haney, Morgan County
Jupsrintendent of Sehools, in June, 1940,
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i3 inaenarably 2 part of the soelety in which it is placed. For over
5 century, Yorgen was one of the isolated counties of ths Southarn
Appalaoiian Region. Rocent developments sre destroying thet isola-
tion. %ore progress hos been made in the last twenty~Tfive years
than in the whols hundred before them. Morgan will soon tske ite
place among the more progressive counties in the state. Its future
economy must be based upon sgriculturs supplemented by forset znd mine

products,



Chepter 2t ATLIGIOUS

Baptist Churches
%lder Daniel Williams died July 3, 1820 Aged 57:Y 4:u
The dec? emigrated to Kentucky May 1775 and servd as

a pastor of various churches of United Baptist during

his 1life

That is the inseription on the tombsione at the Canaey Cemetery
of tme first preacher in the county. About 1800 he moved to the region
and built a house. Soon he gathered a fow of his scattsred neighbors
together =nd preached te them. In 1808 he found emough members to
organize a church, the first in the county. It was located on “hite
Oak Creek but two years later was moved to its present locaiion on
Caney Creek.l It is known as the South Fork Church. As the popula-
tion incressed more churchec were established, They were all Bap-
tists, and belonged to the MNorth Distriet Association. Because of
distancs, Janiel “illiems led in the establishment of an asscciation
cloger home in 1814. It was krowm as the Burning Spring Associatim,
nemed after the Purning Spring Church (in Magoffin County). The
association had eleven churches and 403 members. For some time they
were "in correspondence" with the parent associastion in central
Kantucky.z

In 1837 the Burning Spring Association was held at Niddle
Fork Meeting 'louse. It renorted thirteen churches and €04 mambers.3

Some of the preschers thought that the amssociation was getting too

large, so they made nlans to form a new one. Consequently, the

lchureh book of South Fork Church in the possession of Festus
Havens, Mzlone, Kentugky.

Zs0encer, J. H., A History of Kentucky Baptists, Vol. II, p. 286.
3

Reprint of minutes of the Burning Spring Ass'n., 1837,

le
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Paint Union Assocletion of United Baptists was constituted the next
vear with seven c¢hurchee., By 1843 4t had grown to have fourtsen
churches and 632 members. This new association was not formed be=~
cauge of a difference in doetrine but simply for convenience. 48 the
years passedy however, the two associmtions drew apart and finally
hacume two separate secta, The Burning Spring Associmtion becmme
“hardshell” and the Paint Union remained "United." The latter has
three churches in the county with about 180 members.l Another group
of United Zapiiste operates in the county. They belong to the it.
Zion Association end have three churches with 258 members.? Thus we
find six United Baptist Churches in the county snd 438 members,

Dowm through the last century the Burning Spring fssociation
becime hyper-Calvinistic and opposed to bensvolent and missionary
societies. They reasonsd thot such eocieties were not in the Wew
Teatenment znd if God wanted to convert the hesthen he would do it
without man's help. They becams so reactionary thet the name was
changed from “United” to “"Regular." Not all the members were agreed
on their Calvinism, however, and split oceurred in thelir association
in 1894, The “libersls” pulled out and established the interprise
Associstion of Regular Baptists with eight churches and 404 members.

This group was nicknamed “S5labs" btecause they "slabbed off. "3 Tuis

13. T. dorris of Caney, Ky., zave me those last figures.

Ziinutes of Ht. Zion Ass'n. of United Baptists, 1940,

3Ihe term "slab" came from the saw mill. It is the outside
cut from ma log in sawing it into boards, bsing convex on one side and
usually beszrihyz the bark., It was given in :lsrlsion for slsbs are
throwm awsy or burned. In rebuttal the "“Slabs" said that they were
not slabey that they cut deap snd got the heart.
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rnew group became nggressive and eveangelistic and preached that Christ
died for all men., They have grown faster than any of the other
asgociations and today have fifty-seven churches with 3,872 members.
Their fourteen churches with 1,450 members in Morgen County give
them the honor of being the largest religious group in the county.

The Burning Spring Association continued to grow "harder®
and became popularly known as "Hardshells," To show this in their
namg, they changed it again., Tarly in the 1920's they became “Regular
Primitive Raptiets." Today the association has fourteen churches
vwith 749 members, eight of these with 430 members are in lorgan County.l

The eonfusion of the Baptists is further shown when we con-
sider the next growp~-~the EZnterprise Assoclation of Baptists. Je have
already disocussed tha EInterprise Association of Regular Baptists, but
this is & different scet. This assocismtion is in fellowship with the
Southern Baptist Qonvention. They desire to be celled simply “Bap-
tiets™ but are sommonly known as "Missionary Beptists.," In 1913
they established a church at West Liberty and the next year ons at
Pomp. They have grown but 1itile and at present havs only 121 meme
/?era.g To my surprise, I learned that they are extremely strict,
and in many regards "harder” than the "Hardshells."

To sum up the Baptists, we find four distinet brands, To
accurat@ly distinguish all the differences between them would take the
wisdon of Solomon. They all have yearly associations and print the

minutes of their meetings. Articles of faith and rules of decorum

1§inutea of Burning Spring Ass'n, of Regular Primitive Bap-
tists, 1939,

Ziinutes of interprise Ass'n, of Baptists, 1940,
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<re included. Footwashing is practiced us an ordinsnce of the church
by all except the Kissionary and with them it is optional. The Primi-
tives are the most Calvinistie., Articles 3 and 4s in their creed
state,
¥e believe in the fall of Adam and the imputation of his
sin to all posterity, the corruption of his nature snd tha total
inability of man %o recover himself, either in part or inm whole.
‘7e believs in election according to the forsknowledge of
{;‘Odn ¢« » @
Contrasted with this, the Nissionary, Regular, and United preach
that Christ died for all nem and that men are saved by grace through
faith in Christ. On basic doetrines, the last thres are not far a-

part, but association practices, denominational loyslties, and perscmal

reasons keep them smpart,

Methodist Churches

Thare is not much easily accessible data on the Methodist
Chureh in Morgan County. It is not in my plan to go into it deeply,
but I have found enough to answer my purpose in this thesis. In very
early timee cirecuit riders came through the county and formed classes.
A few preachers lived in the counly and preached at different plauces.
As far as I discovered only four shurches have besn formed; West
Liberty, Chapel, Carmel City, and HMaytown, OSome of the Yethodist
doctrines simply did not sult such a& strong Baptist community. The
demseratic highlenders disliked their ecclesiastical hierarchy. The
common~gchool ~mountaeineer read in the New Testament that baptism was
a buriel ard he could not see how & men could be buried in n helf
pint of water.

The only church they have in the county today is at West

lﬂinutes of Burning Spring Ass'n., 1939,
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Liverty. HHr. Kenneth Clay, their pestor, ie having a successful
ninistry. Yaytown and Chapel Churches have ceasad to exist and
Sannel City is almost dead. ¥r. Clay preaches for the latter once e

nonth ae & mission point. The total Methodist membership is about 120.1

Holiness Groups

The Church of God (heasdquarters, /nderson, Indiara) estab-
lished a church or two in the county thirty years ago. Geveral mission
points wers creatsd and they svresd their doetrine far end wide. These
pasople were extrsme radi¢als, not permitting their members to drink
coffee, eat pork, raise or use tobacco. They wore no jewelry and their
mean aven refrained from wearing tles. The use of cosmetice snd the
“bobbing" of the hair were horrible sins. "S8aints” was the name they
commonly wors, They have not grown very nmuch and today have only two
churches., They still stress holiness, but much of their radicalism
has been diecarded. Last summer I wanted to talk to ons of their
preachers, and where did I find him? “orking in his tobacco patch:

In the course of the conversation I asked him his position concerning
tobacco., He replied, "You've g@t mae therse. I 8till think it is a
nasty hebit, but I don't say much about it und I raiss it because it
is about the only money crop I have."

Since these first Holiness, other groups have worked in the
county. A few churches have heen formed but the most of their preach-~
inz has been in school houses mnd homes. fwen the churches established
have often split up bacause of their hair-splitiing interpretations of
Seripture. Once each year they have an arbor meeting on Crassy Creek

and large numbere attend, some to learn but the most to be entertsined.

lstatement by Kenneth Clay.
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Concerning their doctrines, they strzse the end of the world and the
imminent roturn »f Christ. Huch of their preaching is about propheey.
They siress holiness of livings havs the altar cull, shout, testily
nad speak ir tongues. The Church of Jod doetrines are similer. 411
these Holiness have many things in common, but every church and even
every member in the ¢hurch may stress different docirines or have
different interpretatiaﬁ upon doctrines they all ascept., One group
speaks in tongues, another does not. One believes in divine healing,
another does not, One believes in the “aeeond‘definita work of gracse,”
another "zots it.s11 at once." Endless confusion and contention is
ths result. The Baptist preacher had a good view of the situstion
when a oliness preacher said to him, "Brother, do you mean to tell
ne that vou chew tobacco and preach the gospel?"” His ept rsply was,
"Yes, brother, and I notice that you chew the gospel and preach
tobaccos "

On the whole, the Holiness are not strong in Morgan County.
They make a lot more smoke than they produce fire, Hany of their
nreachers are nen of good rapﬁtetion but some are not, and fhi@
hurts all of them, Their movement has damaged some of the other
churches rather seriously, but the majority of thair members had
not bean reached by the other churches or were among the disgruntled

oNnes,

Presbyterian Churches

There is only one Presbyterian Church in Morgan County and
it i2 a mission chureh working in eonjunction with the mission school
ot Bzel. In the latter part of the last century ihere was a Presby-

tesrian Church on Orassy Creek, It was czlled Bethsalem. 1In the 1880°'s
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it joined with the Taptists and Church of Chriet and helped sonsiruet
the 3alem church building. The Church of God movement did preat
damage to the Church of Christ at Salem; it slso destroyed the Bap-
tists und absorbed the Presbyterians. At the beginning of the twen-~
tieth century, some Presbyterians at Cannel City aidsd in eonstructing
& union church building and for a few years had fourth-time preaching
there, I do not know what branch or branches of the Presbyterians
were at Smlem and Cannel City, but the church at <zel is a part of
the United Prasbyterian Church of Horth America.
The Chureh of Christ at Ezel was greatly demaged by Jack

Howard and the Chureh of God.l After the spisode, however, it re-
gained some of its strength snd ¢ontinued to carry on in the marner
common to the Churches of Christ in thet vieinity. About all they
had was quarter-time preaching and an occasionsl revivel meeting.
Pifteen miles west, at Fremchburg, the Presbytsrians ren e migsion
school, OSome of the citizens begun to look at their own school which
had only sixty oupils and lasted ssven monthe, and to wish‘that they
had a schoel like Frenchburg's. The result was that ia the fall of
1923 they appezled to the omen's Board of the United Preshyterian
Chureh for a school, The Yomen's Soard sent two reoresentatives to
investigate conditions. They met with a local committee to talk over
the situstion. The Yomen's Board committes requested them to apply
to the two denominations that were supposed to be worshivving thers to
build them u school, They added that if neithsr denomination would
2gtablish & school but would leave the iterritory to them, they would.

"heraupon the community decided to deed the church nroperty to ths

1Infra Pe 58,
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Progsbytsrians. The ownership of it wes in confusion though, Tor the
Chureh of God owned two~thirds of the land; the Shurch 97 Thrist owned
one~-third snd had construeted the building. Neither church had any
trustees, so the community, includinz the majority 2f the membors of
both ¢hurches, alected two trustses--one from each church. Promntly
they desded the property to the Women's Posrd. The community donated
tan morse acres of land,

In ¥arch, 1524, a woman missionary was sent to Zzel. JGoon
she established a Sunday School, began holding praysr meetings,
organized a Young Pacople's Society, etc. The Presbytaorieq ministor
at “renchbury cams snd assisted her. In a few months a congregation
was organized with thirty-four members. As tims went by, others
ware added. The old building was judged unfit for use, so it was
torn down snd a now one gongbructed snd dedieated October 17, 1524,

The Presbyteriane really put some life into that slumbering
village. They made things happen. Haturally, they found some
opposition and asbout twenty of the members of the Church of Chriet
would nei give in, Beinyg defenisd, howaver, they could do little
about it. “hat thay did do was to continue meeting as a church
group in tha Greasy schoocl house, two miles southeast., As the Presby-
terians were getting their church firmly sstablished they werse plar--
ninz for the school, which opened thzt fall and has served the com=
munity to the presert. Practically all of the active onposition haes
diet down und the villags is vary nroud of having the school located
there.

The »ission work at “2el includes both the chureh aund the
school. The enrollmant at the school is about 250 snd abrut 159 of

these sre in junior and secior high schonl. A deal was mede with the
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county concerning the lower three gredes to givs it “technicul™
supervision ovsr them. It rents the rooms and vays the teachers.
Actually, though, the Women's Board hirss the teachers ani determines
the policy of the whols school, All of the twelve teachers are fron
the "outside” except the wocatiornal teamcher. The Bible has & nro-
minent place in the curriculum., Altendsuce is not compulsory, bubt it
is so attractivs that almost all o the students delight in it. Through
the comtiﬂged help of ths Presbyterisns, fifty per cent of fthe high
achool graduates have gons to collsge. Jeveral of these expect to
raturn to the mountains end work among their own psople. The teach-~
srs continue to serve by conducting Sunday ocuools gt three cutlying
nlaces. In addition to the church building, a fine parsonage was
congtructed in 1932, It continues to be a mission church, howaever,
for ths Women's Board pays the salary of the minigter and the jani-
tor, The Sunday School has en enrollment of one hundred and an
average atteudance of about saventy. The membership of the church
is 115 and in 1940 they gave 351,190 to the church., Part of this
went on the preacher's salary, part to local axpeange and some to
migsions.

In many of the rural churches the problem of "“walking ir
ani out®™ is a serious ons. Often, largs nunbers of boys and young
men gather at meetins not because they are interested, but simply
to loaf around. In the middle of the saervice a dozen of them may
walk in eud sit down. TFive minutes later they may zet up and stroll
out. The kindly but gruff old janitor at Zzel put a stop to this.
e told them to either stsy in or stey out. They loaf someplacs

alse now.l

1?his data came from a letter fronm ¥rs. 7. 3. Gook of Beamver
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igsionaries

I have alreudy discussed the mejor churches in lLorgan County
except the Church of Chriegt. I have not discussed the Rommn Caztholies,
for there are only iwo or three {amiliss there, Ancther movemant
must be considered at this juncture. In the inst lew yemrs sovaral
migglonaries from up Yorth have bhesn couming into the county. Some
of them belong to the Assemblies of God and some to the Kentucky
“oliness Associstion but the majority are not Holiness., Several
are from J/oody Bible Institute and I thic: that this classification
fits the most of them. They are not supported by any denomination
but by individual churches end friends. This support is limited
and some of them ars extremely poor. Their work means real sacri-
fices, Their main stress is on teaching the youny and not the es~
tablishmant of churches, These migsionaries conduct sunday 3chools
ond visit the public schools where they encouragse Bible reading
and memorizatior and give Tsstzments., They go all over the county,

ofter on fnot, snd do what they cen for ths csuse of Christ.

falls, Pa., Feb. 19, 1%41. (Mrs. Cook is Home Secretary of the United
Proshyterian "omen's Yission Joard) and from personel visite to Hzel,
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Chapter 31 CROWIH OF CHUSGHEZ 07 CHRIST

\ The first denomination in Morgan County was the Zaptists,

who held sway for several rears with no competition. They established
their churches and association and carried on in the way cormon to
the Baptists st the opening of the nineteenth century. The Restora~
tion ¥ovement, whose principel leasder was Alexander Campbell, gaimad
great strength in central Xentucky very early, but hardly resched into
the mountains. Through his megazine, the "Christian-Reptist," and by
his tours through the centrel part of the state, Mr., Campbell spread
the Joctrinees advocating "the raturn to the mncient order of things.”
One 27 the Paotist preschers convertad by hin was Zacoon John Dmith
who proved to be ons of the mblest exponents of Hew Tsgtament Chrigt-
ianity in Kentucky. For years this rman had labored under ths de ge
cloud of CJalvinism, but vhen shown the itrue lipght of the Gospzl, he
went forth zealously proclai-ing the message. Wany of the Bapntists
were wong larze numbers of others wers also brought to the new truth.
In 1332 he made s preaching trip through iorgen County. The result
wog the estabiishment of the first Church of Christ in the county.
It was at “'hite Unk and had only eight members, but one of then was
a Bantist preacher by the »ams= of Joseph iiickell, Preacher Joe (as
he came to be called) nurtured the naw congresgation end won more
membars to it. Appreciating simple Hew Testament Christianity, he
went forth to share it with others and the following year established
the sscond Chursh of Christ in the county at 014 Grassy.

Now the beginning was humble indeed, but it proved to be a
pernanent one., “ne preacher and two small churches were endeavoring

to hild up the light of the Restoration, This they stubbornly and
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Paithfully did, slthough the opposition to them was bitter. Ths most
of it came from their former associstes, the Baptiste, and especially
from the preachers. Evlidaoncs of this opposition is shown in the
Minutes of the Burning Spring Association of United Baptists held
in October, 1837. In the c¢ircular letter are written these words-=-
"we wlgh to thank the Civer of all good for his guardian eare over
us and especially whon we hear of the :dissentions in ithe Christian
world, even amongst those of our own name. . » »"! The writers of
that letter revealed undue modesty =when they claimed to hear of
dissentions. They were experiencing them.

In snite of opposition the Restoration MHovement continued
to grow. In 1839 “Preamghar Joe" established the Blackwater Church
near Ezel. The three pionmseer churches of the county are White Oak,
0ld Gressy, and %Tzel, “thile they were left to ﬁ great degree to
carry on by themselves, they were conscious of being s part of the
groatest religious movement of that century. They rejoliced in he-
ing associated with such forward thinkers as Alexander Campbell,
John 3mith, Barton 7. Stone and John T. Jomson. They were part
of the group arising to throw off sectarisnism and returning to the
furndamentels of the New Testameni, Thelr aim was not to raform the
Chursh. Luther, Calvin, and %esley had tried that and failed, Their
ailm vas to restore it as it was in Apostolic times. Zuperstitions,
crasis, and man-made doctrines were to be discarded. They rsked
not that others Join tham but that sll join Christ and thus bs bro-
thers.

“Mile the Churches of Christ clung firmly to the local auto=-

1Reprinﬁ of ¥inutes of the Zurning Spring iss'n., 1837,
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nomy of each chureh, they soon realized the nscessity of working
togsther for their mutual benefit, Coneequently they began holding
annual meetings for worship and fellowship., The main leader of this
cooperative movement was Preacher Joe who served as the chairmen for
many years, After some time they created a distriot and called it
the West Liberty Arnual Distriet,

The churches followed the pattern of the Baptists and had
nesting one week end each momth., Daotween tinmes;, meetinge would be
held at other places in school houses, in private homes, and groves.
This custom of having monthly services is essily understocd when we
remember that the county was sparsely settlsd and that for many of
the memberes a trip to meeting meant a long jowrmey. Also roads were
poor or non-existent, so it was quite a task to travel five or twenty
miles to meeting. When one made such an sffort, he wanted to hear
more than a thirty minute sermon. Consequently, if three or four
ministere were present, they all preached. The services often lasted
three or four howrs, The Lord's Supper was served emch preaching day
but not every Lord's Day.

For several years after the beginning of the Restoration
Movement in the ¢ounty the people from West Liberty had to go to
Thite Oak to meeting. Occasionally, Preacher Joe or snother minister
would hold meeting in the court house. About 18%0 Dr, Daniel Dillom,
a prastieing physician from Bath County, began holding a few meetings
in West Liberty. He won many people to Christ and gathered uwp some
members of the Church of Chriet and in 1852 established a Church of

Christ in the county seat.l

-

1&?. Ruben Cassity, of West Liberty, supplied me with this
information in March 1941. No definite rscords are extant, but
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Kentucky being & border siste, the Civil War cauged irmense
damage to the churches within her bhoundary., 1In lorgan the chureh
1ife was temporarily upset, hut if it caused any ,ermanent harm a-
mmg the Churches of Christ I could not discover it. Not naessing
Juigment es to the conneetion, three Churches of Christ ware founded
just after the close of the war, The Blairs Mills Church, in the
northern tip of the county, was founded by Hiram Lee. The Toms
Branch Church was established at tho ssme time. Probably credit
for this should go to Harry Little. At Sslem a church was founded
by Parris Robinett, Thus we have six scattered churches serving
memhars all over the county. Data for this period is scarce, but
from conversations with old people and a genersl background of the
churches in the county, I wish fto sum up the situation,.

Not ons of the six churches owned the huilding it used for
maeting. The Vest Liberty Church did as the other religious bodies
in the town, and met in the court house. The others met in school
nhouges which they had helped construct. As meetings were about the
only place to go, saint and sinner alike attended and the houses
ware usually full, It is doubtful if ary of ¢hem had Sunday School
excapt West Liberty. The Lord's Supper wes usually observed when
they met, which wes once a month, MNone of the churches had resgident
galaried minicters, Rather, they had a system of “mutual ministry,*
although they 1id not give it that name, In almost every church
there was an elder or two who would "talk in public.” GSome of them
would preach in the home church or “say a few words® when visiting

other meetings, snd some of them held regulaf pastorates, The latter

¥r. Caessity has spent the most of his 88 years in #West Liberty and is
in a position to know the factis,



34
meant that they had certain places to go once = momth, Thus a man
could serve four shurches. He usually went on Seturdey and preached
in the morning or afterncon and vaybs at night. He held another
gervice Sunday morning. Yisiting and loczl preachers were always
asked to say u few words, The successful meetings were often “pretty
warnm. ' The preacher would cloge his sermon with a hearty exhortation
to the Christians to be faithful and an urgent invitation tc the
ginners to accept Christ and be saved. Then an invitation hymn would
be sung and before its conclusion, gensral handshaking would begin,
The faithful would start it by shaking hands with everyone. A sister
might shout for a while aend finally the bonedietion would be pro-
nounced, For his services the minister seldom received any remunersne
tion at all, In fact, he 4did not expeet any, for he had his own farm
or business to furnish him & living, which was usually a 1ittle hetter
than that of thos other members, The ministers wero well-raed in the
Soriptures but without any formal ministerisl sducation.

The Annual Meetings wers always delightful times. ¥From one
yaar to another thg people eagerly looked forward to them. They
began on Friday bafore the third Sun-day in September and lasted
ovar Sunday. Hach church sent delegates (n0 definite number) ard a
latter reporting the condition of the church. lNo definite rules of
decorum wers formulated ns they were in the Baptist Associstions.
Business was conducted but voting was not limited to the delegetes.
4y member who hanpened fto be present votel, The only Annual officers
alected for the coming year were the chairman snd clerk. The only
feuture on the program planned aheud of tize was the preacher to
bring the Mntroductory Sermord on Saturday morning., The rest of the

progran was arranged aftsr they assembled.
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The meeting was primarily religious but at‘the same tims it
ansyered a social need. “hile the more pious ones never nmissed a
sermon, hurdreds came only 4o ses their Triends and never heard one
word the nreachers said, The commmity having the fnnuel wag host
to all who sew fit to come and this number often reached the thous-
ands. The Junday meal was servsad in a grove near the church., The
other manls were served in the homes, The beilding capacity was
greatly taxed =nd all kinds of improvised beds were used. It waes not
ot all uncommon for a family to entertain from twenty to forty neople,

Another interesting part of the innual was the "jockay ground,”
usually & mile or so from the church., It was not an integral part
but custom established it to go along with the Annual, The swapping
of horses and mules continued on Triday and Saturday but was discon-
tinued on Sunday., All kinds of horses and mules could be seen and a
man with ons in any condition could get a trade. Everyons trusted
his own judgment snd 1? an animsl failed to meet his exnectations
he had no one to tlame but himself,

At the beginning of the 1880's the condition of the Church
of Christ wag an envimble one, They had eevan thriving churches
that answered the needs of the eommunitiee in which they w»ere located,
Thelr membershi» was the lergest of any communion in ithe county.
Their nreschers included Y. L. Lacy, Harry Little end ¥, C. Nickell
who were men of high stending in their communities and able preachers
of the Cospel, It was slso during this decade that outside heln be-
gan pouring inte the county., In 1883 David CGarrett Combs moved from
Owlsley County to Zzel mnd there established a large mill--s combina-
tion grist mill, carding fectory and ssw mill, In this enterprise

he had the help of some local men. Hr, Combs had been e cepabls
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sverizelist Cor several yesrs snd iv the new county, he continued his
labors in the ministry in nddition to his work in the mill. ¥e be-
came pastor of the Ezel Church, krown in that day ms the Plackwater
Church, loceted one mile southesst of the village of Fzel, The church
hed been meeting im o school house, so lMr. Combs persusded them to
move the church {o Izel and construct s fine framec cliuurch building.
This evargelist extended hie labors to other parts of the county and
in 18?6 established the Colosas Church on Williams Creek, John Rays
agsisted him in this work,

Tor many years Christisn and Baptiet preachers had preached
in the Shoal Branch echool house near the lagoffin County line,
Javersl members of the Church of Christ lived -esr thkere, so they
gonstituted a church and built the Sethany Church houess near the
mouth of Rockhouse Creek., ZHvargelist %, L. Lacy dedicmted it about
1886,

Up until thie time the churches had met in school houses but
now they are constructing their own bu’lding. Blairs (#1ls, Toms
Branch and Williems Creek continued to meet in 8school houses. I
have alrsady mentioned the building of church houses at Ezel and
Rethany. In 1877 White Oak had left the school house to worship in
its own building. During the 1880's West Liberty Church constructed
a building, the first in the village. In 1887 ths Salem Church
joined with the Saptists and Presbytsrians and consitructed a large
frame structurs. Thus we sce that this mizht properly be ealled
& building decade for the churches.

A11 of the nrozrsss was not mmterial, howevsr, becauss it
wa3 at the same period that different agencies of the Churches of

Christ began to show livaely interest in the development of sducation
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in the backward mountain counties, GSeveral academies wers Jounded,
ineluding one et Hazel Green, This institution is not in Horgan,
tut Wolfe County, but bsing only one mile from the line, a word
about it should be included., It was founded in 1880 as a community
.entarprise and in 1886 the Christian Women's Board of Miselons of
Kontueky gzained partiel control over it., In 1888 it passsed into
the hands of the nationsl organization of the Christian Women's
Board of Missions, W%hen Hazel Green Academy was established it was
the only institution of higher learning in a large area. Consequently
hundreds of intelligent boys and girls, men and women, flocked to it
to take advantage of the educational opportunities at its disposal.
They went out to become teachers, lawyers, doctors, etc. to bless the
mountains because of the academy.

At the same time the Kentucky Christian Missionary Soclety
began to awaken to the needs of evangelism in the mountain counties.
It had shown some intsrest before this time, but through the labors
of Je i, Downing the interest was greatly accelerateds This man was
well eduﬁateﬁ and had such a knowledge of the eonditions in the moun-~
taing that he was in the position to do the needed work. The Society
employed him as EBustern Kentucky REvangelist. He moved to Jest Liberty
and from there directed the work, His plan wes not to import Christian
workers, but to train those on the field and recruit others. Here are
his own words as presented to the Kentucky Christiasn Hissionary Con-
vention in 1889,

(ne of our grestest needs of our work in Bastern Kentucky

is c¢hureh training. Instead of an evangelist going to a church
with the determination to have forty or fifty additions to the
congregation, let him go with the determination to get that

church into Apostolic order befors he leaves it, The elders
should be committed to the faithful dischargas of their duties,
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especially in regard to the weekly assembli~g of the church,
The members should be induced to participate in the exercises
of the oeccasion, snd thus gradually work all the material i«
that ehureh into the worshin, A dozen churches set in order
this way »ill t811 more for the permanence and proeperity of
the cause in avery sense than to baptize and bring into dezd
churohes, as into spiritual graveyards, 500 souls.
The outlook of our work is full of promise. There will be
room for plenty of patient, hard work. e want to bulld upon
a strong, broad foundation. The mushroom grows up in a night
and perishes in & day. The kingly osk of the forest is of slow
growth. The success of the last two years, with the conseguent
bright prospacte for the future furnishes ample encouragement
for noble sfforts in the coming year,l
¥r. Downing went all through the mountains doing the work
he planned, He organized new disiricts, established c¢hurches and
trained leaders. Through his help Professor J. 7, MeGarvey was
brought to Yest Liberty to hold a Preacher's Institute. This was
such a success that he was called back to hold another, The State
Sosiety had a budget of 312,000 but only $1,00N was allocated to the
work in eastern Xentueky. This was used to pay lr. Downing's selary
and to supplement the salary of locasl evangelists. The amount paid
these men, selected by the local Annuals, wua'small but it was greatly
appreciated, especially when we remember that they usually received
nothing for their services.
The churches began to grow, the local preachers bagun to show
a keener intarest in spreading the wWord, the S5tate Soclety was inter-
ested, Put alas! A wrench was thrown into the cogs. About 1890 a
young man by the nams of Jack Howard came from Mageffin into Horgan
County. He preached in several Churches of Christ and was well re~

ceived. Bro. Downing took an interest in him and bsgan to make plans

to get him into the College of the Bible at Lexington, Aftar some

lyinutes of the Kentucky Christian Missionary Convention held
at Versailles, August, 1889, The report submitted by lr. Downing was
read by the State Lvengelist, B, ¥, Clay.
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tire, however, Mr. Howard began nreaching that the name of the church
was not Church of Christ (as our ministers oslled i%), but Church of
God. His other loctrines were those commonly held by our preachers,
btut his insistence on this point caused dissention. ‘Ha was a dynamic
orator and wherever he preached won adherents to his views., The
other ministers resented his position. ¥r. Downing dropped his plan
to get him into the College of the Bible. This Purther inflamed Howard
who went abroad presching the Church of God and ereating "Howardites."
He began establishing Churches of Sod and aven spread into neighbor-
ing countises sowing discord and establishing churches. Not alone did
he harm our churches because he drew large numbers from the others
as well.

At the first, our miniétere woere reluctant to debate Howard,
not desiring to stir up more trouble, but finelly #. O, Nickell
acoepted his challenge. They were to have a three day debate in the
Salem Church, Mr. Nickell was not such an orator as Howard but he
was the strongest doetrinal preacher we had in the county. The de-~
bate was a bitter affair but Howard met his match. After one dey

Howard quit the debate, contending that "Uncle Cebe"™ was too hard
on hinm, ¥From thies we might conclude that Mr. Nicksll won the de-
bats, but as is usually the result in such affeirs, neither men won
and neither changed his position., It did serve to increase the
bitterness and draw tighter the lines of distinection.

After this Howard went on preaching and éatabliahing churches,
At Salem he organized a Church of God which continued ¢o mest in the
same buildin: used by the Church of Christ, At Ezel he did the same
thing. In some of the other churches his influence was noticeable

but not sufficlent to establish separate churches. Two years after
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the dsebate Mr, Howard died, at the early agse of twenty-elght yesrs.

TBeing this for removed from this episods what is our judgment
about it? I have talked to lowardite preachers (two or three ars
still liviug), to Uncls Cebe and many others asb:ut it. At Howard's
death they had about a dozen shurches in Morgen end neighboring
counties. They held their own Annual Meetings. Some of our preschers
went off with the movsement and many members who remained in the
Church of Christ sympathized with it. Mr, Howard was utterly sincsre
in his doctrinss, but this consideration slone did not lead him to
astablish 3apaéate churches, He was the type of fellow who wanted
to be the "big mogul® in his group. This he could not be in the
Church of Christ. Downing wos it. Although he may not have been
coﬁscious of it, this aided in causing him to do what he did. ‘then
we consider the cuestion of the neme, obviously both sides were in
error and in tixzes of strese were led to make unwarranted assump-
tions. Certainly Seriptural earguments can be found for both names
and neither should have cbjected if the other party preferraed s
different one, I am forced to brand ths whole Howardits MHovement
as & tragedy and as doing immense damnsge to the Restoration love-
ment ir Morgan County. After Nr. Howard's death the Church of God
%startad down hill and todey is oractieslly non-existent.

The last decade of the lust eentury not alone wiitnessed the
debacle of the Howardite Movement but it saw the desreass of the
interest of the State Missionary Society in the cowmty. ¥r, D. G,
Gombs laft the esw mill to his family and pariners, and began full-~
time avenzslism. Dus %o 111 heslth, in 1894 Mr. Downing geve up his
position ac Zastern Kentuck; “vangelist mad left the moundeins. His

plans had besn admirable ones end he saw them bearing fruit, but six
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or seven years was not sufficient time to firmly ecstablish ‘hem,
The State 3ociety continued to supplement the salary of the svengelist
selectsd by the Annual but this d4id not compensate Zor tha loss of
Conbs and Downing. Of course, the Society was not interested in
Horgan County alone. Its mountein work included all the mountain
counties end in 1900 ¥r, H, Y. Elliot, the Stute Evangelist, s=sid,
“7a ara, perhaps, stronger in Morgan than any other mountain county."l
Consequently their interest was lessened in Morgan but increased in
other countiss of eastern Kentucky.

This sume decade witnessed the founding of another church.
At Bethary the congregation gzot into s chureh fight over the schosl
elaction, It seems that the dofeateﬁ teacher wanted to use the
church building in which to tesch a private school. Iome of the
mambers objected, and they got into such a fight that several npulled
out,went over on Lacy Creek snd established the "New Hone" Church.
After a few years the bitterness died down end some of them went
back to Bethany., MNew Hope was serving a needy communitiy, however,
80 it eontinued to carry on.

The beginning of the twentieth century witnessed the forma-
tion of thrse new churches in Morgan County. In 1900 Evangelist
¥. L. Lacy moved to Adele, near the Yolfe County line. Finding no
church bhut a few members he procseded to organize a congregation.
It came under his nersonal observation and he presched thsre when he
could find tinme., The church made some growth but they never constructed
a bhuilding. The schoolhpuse: served as a meeting place.

As mentioned in the first chapter, it was at this tims thsat

lﬁinutes of Kentucky Christian Missionary Convention, 1900,
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a coal mine began operations at Cannel City and that & Undion Chureh
house was bullt, Hembers of the Chureh of Chrigt shared in the new
bullding and used it for preaching one Zunday ench month. Conse-
quently they proczeded to establish = church. At rizley, & sinmilar
thing happened. The coming of the railroad brou-ht wany mombers
of the Churach of Christ into the new village, One of thess, Sanford
Adkins, was a nreacher, so he gathered the members and orgenized a
church. They met in the sthool house and had raguler monthly meetings,

Ry this time the West Liberty Church had grown to have over
two hundred members, The congregation had s good Sunday Scheol and
served communion each Lord's Day. They usually had half~time preaching
but sometimes a resident full-time minister, In 1906 Evangelist
%y Jo Cooke held a ravival in West Liberty, His doetrinea did not
please the Methodists, A very disapreeabls feeling arose in the
community., The two groups decidsd to c¢all in prominent msr and have
a2 debate, The MHethodisis enlled Jacob Dietzler, a well-known debatesr
and "Camptall-Killer.” The Church of Christ sent for ¥, 1., Book,
The five-day dsbats wus to be on the subjsct, "Action, Design and
Subjects for Baptiem.™ Lively interest was shown and the debzle was
well attended, Tvidently Mr. Book won the dobats because the Hatho-
dist peastor was removed., Thia debate stimulated the Church of Christ
bacause they soon hepgan work on a new brick veneer bullding. It was
completed and dedicsted in 1910, during the ministry of J. 7. Hatcher.t
Thie new building 1sft tha church in debt but they went to work io pay
it off. The State Missionary Soclety extended some assistance.

At that time we had thirteen churches in the county. They

lratter from 7. H. Book, July 12, 1947,
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wers ell doing ressonably well for rural churches, The "Church of
God" wes still e problem at Salem and Hzel, In 190C R, B. Wesl
went to the lattor snd reorzsnized the church.” Four of the songre-
gatione owned thelr own bu ldings, five met in Union “ouses and four
in school houses., %ith the exception o7 “egt Liberty they all had
fouth~time preaching snd usually celebratod the Lord's Supper on
their preaching days. Test Liberty had = regular Sundey 5School sund
g0 did & few of the others but it wes only spasmodic, It usually
caasad operation in the winter time,

A8 I have already shown in the first chapter, the laet quarter
02 a ¢sntury has produced important changes in the social and scononic
1if2 of Morgan County. Our investigation leads us now to consider
tha Church of Christ in the same period. Juat after the Yorld ar
the streen of emigrents from Vorgan County rapidly expanded. This
to0k members from every church in the county and consequently the
churches suffersd. In numerous ¢ases the leading members were smong
those who left., In cuch instsrees the churches were left without
adequrte local leadership.

The decade from 1920 to 1930 saw the desline of the ltmber
et conl industries that outeide capitnlists had fostered in the
county, As this happened, the poeopls in the mushroom villagee had
to go back to their ferms or their relatives or leave the county
to obtein work in other places. Regerdless of where they went, they
laft the villages. At Cannel City snd "rigley this resulted in the
gradual decline rnd ultirate Jdeath of the Churches of Christ. Other

fastors »laysd a part, of course. but this was the mail: reason that

lﬁinutaa of Kentucky Christian Missionary Converntion, 19064,
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the churches ceassed to exist. The Adele Church suifered in a similar
way but probably the old age and consequent inability of Zvangelilst
¥, L. Lacy to labor for the churen was the orimary reason that it,
too, ceased to function, The few members of the churches that were
left in these communities drifted into other churches or still pro~
fess to be members of ths Chureh of Christ though they do not have
a loeal congregation in which they may worship.

During this period one new church has been established., It
was at Licking River in 1926 with twenty-six members, They had
quarter-time preaching for five years, After that the preaching
wes only “ocoasionsl®™ but & local man kept the Sunday Sehool going
until he died in 1935, 1In reality, the church never was very strong,
it worked out to be & ?preuﬁhing nlace” and when the preachers censed
going to preach the church naturally began to drift, and ultimately
died.

Thaylast quartsr of a eentury has seen the other churches
attempting to carry on in their customsry way. West Libertiy has
usunlly had half<time preaching but Sunday School and communion every
Sunday. The other churches have tried to have quarter-time preamching
but some of them have not been so successful part of the time. The
most of them have attempted to have Sunday Schools bhut have succeeded
only part of the time, Concerning the Lord's Supper, their idesl is
to havs it every nreaching day, but only in soms instances does the
ideal materialize. GSome churches go two or thres years without ever
observing the Lord's Supper.

At present we have anproxisately 650 members in lorgan County.

Lyinutes of Annual Heating, 1928, in possession of Hrs. Ova
Maxay, Zlamton, Ky., clerk.
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The churches nay their ministers from nothin: to 312,57 each preaching
day. Only three or four Sunday Sehools are conducted by our people.
The activities of the churches vary from the %est Liberty Church,
which hee regular Sunday School and commurion and half-time preaching
{two Sunday mornings), to the Blackwater Church (Grsas; 3chool housg,
whoss only church sciivity is presaching service the afternocon of the
third Sundsy in each month!

The local ministers in our churches are all farmers, excent
Harlen kurphy, who sells funeral supplies and occupies a minor public
offica. Tmmenso respect and pralse must go to these men. They hava
had to work for a living, but have ziven a considerabls amount of
their time to the ministry with 1little remuneration. Maybs during
a bugy season on the farm one of the prsachers will be called to go
" fifteen miles to preach a funeral, and receive nothing for it excent
the zretitude of the bereaved, While giving due praise to these un-
sung heroes of faith, we must also face the fact that we have a
scarcity of able preachers in Morgan County. ZSven the number is
much smaller than it was a few years age. Younger preachers are not
boeint trained. OSome Uorgan County boys have racently bscome preachers
hut they are not in the county. 'We have only one young preacher in
the gounty and he is about thirty years old, The oldest is eighty~
gix and only two are below sixty.

As wa 8se, the ministers of the Church of Christ in the county
are old men, and old men do not change their methods very resdily.
In fact, the average prsaching service {the nrincipal church activity)

is very similar to a preaching service fifty or seventy-five yeurs ago.l

lsupra n.33,34.



46
For the Sunday morning service the meetinz is supposed to begin about
10337 or 11 A.M, but oftsn begins "when the crowd gets there." The
people come in cars, on horseback and on foot. As they gather in
from across the hills and down the hollows, the women and children
go into the house, and, if the weathsr rnermits, the men congraegate
out side to chew, smoke and gossip. Finally the tims to begin arrives
znd the men come drifting in. The choir leader ealls the choir to
the front. Four or forty peopls may respond. Soms shurches have
songz books but others trust sach singer to bring his own. This may
rasult in three or four kinds of bLooks., Some churches have an ar-
ranged program-but others build it as they go along, The songs may
be selescted by the leader or preachsr or the wmembers of the choir.
Some churches boast of having good choire but others cannot ot
snough interest to have them. “hen the choir is ready to commence
singing the leader gets hie piteh from the tuming fork snd them they
beag n-~here and there a few from the congregation may join in but
on the whole, the singing is left up to the choir. Jome of the
churches have instruments in the church and some do not.l During
my vieit to the churches in June, 1940, I heard soms marvelous singing;
I also heard some that was marwelously bad, I remember one church
that had a choir of eight or ten women and girls. The lemder began
the first verse too high but they screamed through until they came to
a high place in the chorus sad one by one they droppsd oul. Another
parson begen the second varse but she started it too low ard the re~

sult was about the same.

lmis 18 not bec-use of doctrinal rensons. Soms members do
not like ths idea of having instrumental musiec, but the question has
really nover disturbed the county, and for this we can bhe extrsmely
thankful,
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To continue with a daseription of the service~-afisr three
or four sonzs the nreacher calls on someone to pray. Usually the
plous ones kneel and the others remain seated. Another song follows,
and then the preacher asks some visiting brother or "talking elder”
to "introdues.” This consists of reading a passuge of Seripture
and ftalking ten or thirty minutes. Dus to the scarcity of preschers
it often happens that the winister is the only preacher present so
he has 1> introduce the service himself. Tollowing the introduction,
the mirister delivers the main message which may be twenty minutes or
en hour. A8 ae concludes, if he knows that some other preacher (even
a member of some other communion) is present, as an act of gourtsesy
he invites him to "say a few words.” If the service has already
lasted a considerable time he may refuse, but often he arises and
dslivers another sermon. Finally the preaching {(ons sermon or three
or four) will be over and an invitation hymn will he sung. Then the
congregation will be diemissed. Oometimes a “handshaking” will
precede the dismisgsal.

“nen this service is compared with the servies of fifty
yeers ago we find the main items are almost identical. The songs
may be selacted ahesd of time or they may not be. Courtasy dlemands
that all "vigiting brethren® be asked to talk. ¥Whils the Lord's
Supper is seldom observed today, then it was a regular item on the
program for the Sunday morming service. The service is extremely
informely the sxacting formality often found in city churches would
not be anprecisted. In fact, the most of the people could not
understand it, and even if they could they would not feel comfortsble
in it. It seems that this general informulity has some bsaring on

their lethargy regarding the Lord's Supper. The majority of the
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peopls have no idea of the church building as a "saered house." They
formerly met in the school house which served as a place of worship
and community center. 'Yhen the churches were constructed they siill
remwained "meeting houses.” Iven in some of ths churchez the men
chew tobmcco =and expectorate upon tha floor during the meetingd An
exception to most of these things, of course, must be made for the
“ast Liberty Church which has & program similar to that of half-iime
churches throughoul the brotherhood.

For about a century the center attraction of the churches
has baen the Annualfﬁeeting'held the week end of the third Sunday in
September. It, tuo, is conducted in the seame gsnerzl way as it al-
waye has been.l Xach church sends delegates no definite number but
usually one or two) and a letter reporting the condition of the church.
The delegntss mssemble Friday afterncon to counduct the necessary
buginess. The voling, “owever, is not limited to the delegates as
in the Baptist Associations, any momber who happens to be praesent
uges his right of franchise. The business gsssions produce s lot of
talkinz and suggestions to help the churches but usually little is
actually accomplished, The only Annusl officers eleotad [or ths next
year are the clerk and chairmen. The only part of the progrum planned
shead of tine is the “Introductory Sermon™ for Seturday morning. Al
the first session of the Annual s progrom com:ittee is mppointed. As
soon as they are aspointed, they leave the house and decide who is to
prays introduce and deliver the sermsn at the next sessiun., They re-
turn to the meseting and submit the report. In each following ssssiou

thsy announce the program for the »ext ssssion. ZIome of the business

1 3upra p. 34, 35.
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is carried over to Ssturdey. On the whols, the Annual Meeting is e
preaching meeting,

Thile the Annuel is primarily religious it etill answers a
social need. At thae Annual Meeting at Salem, September, 1940, the
pttendance on Triday and Saiurday was small but swslled to 1500 on
Sunday. About 350 of thess people packed the house or looked through
the windowe during the ssrvice, but the remainder did not hear a
thing that wes said in the meeting., hile "the faithful®™ try not
to miss v service the majority of the people attend to see their
relatives snd friends. Larss numbers of peopls who havae left the
county raturn for the Annuﬁla. The community having ths mesting
serves e host to all who desire to come. Fhile large numbers take
advantege of the invitotion, good rosds and c¢ars have eased much
of the bhurden from the immediste nsighborhood., Yet, the community
still feeds snd houses laryge numbers, Sunday dinner is ssrved "“or
the ground™ at the church,

Like the 0ld gray mscre, the “jockey ground” "ain't what she
used to be." It still goes along with the Annusl, but cars and roads
have doomed it to an insignificant plrce, Last September only s few
horses and mules were traded.l

Ths prssert time finds the Churches of Christ in Yorzan County
to be the ssecond largest religious group in the county. The 1,450
“nterprise Negular Paptists =re the largest; we are next with 650
nembers, TFifty yenrs ago we wers the largest, and, while five churches
heve been established in that time, four of them have died. ¥“ven those

churches remsining sre relativsly weanker. “hile our members sre

lme description of the ¥rnuasl comes from my attendance of them,
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*gtronz on doctirine” (espscially in spaech) they "fellowchip® with
any group that will fellowship with them, In Yest Liberty the Chureh
of Christ and Methodist Church work in harmony. Tho local Wissionary
Baptiets will have nothing to do with them, however. Throuzh the
county, our churches have litile relationship =ith the Primitive
Baptists, Molineas groups, “resbyterisns ard United Raptists, but
they an? the "ilab® Baptists get along very well., Oftsn their ministers
preach together. Although there ie soms friection, on the whole, the
"3labs”™ nnd "Campbellites® work together in nemce amnd harmony.

The Churches of Christ have little contzet with the Kentucky
Christian Yissionary Soclety or any national sgencies of ths brother«
hoad, The only benevolent or missionary work that T discoversed was
the 2190 ziven by the women §f the ¥set Liberty Church. They also
took a fer coples of the ¥orld Jell. Less than half a dozen copies

of either Christian Stendard or Christian Svangelist go into the

county. Yazel Qreen Academy {under the auspices of the United Christ-
ian Missionary Soclety) hos dwindled from the status of acadeny to
that of = local high school with lass than 2 humdred students., The
teachers used to preach in szveral “organ County churches bhut they do
ot lo thal any more. The CThurches of Christ in Yorgen County carry
on in their own way with practieally no connsetion with the brother-
ta0d 23 8 whole., The only "sonvention®™ they have anything to do with

ig the locsl Tsgt Liberty 4nsual District Yeeting.
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Chapter 4: LOCAL HISTORIES

¥nhite Oak Church

State of Kentucky, Morgan County
The Christian Church at White Osk in
the county and state aforesaid wase
congtituted on the 27th of November 1832,
on the New Testament, bellevinz the
014 and New Testaments to bs the
infallible work of God,
Taking the New Testament for the only
rule of faith end practice and will
endeavor to practice the same, and
agree to keep a record of the church
proceedings,

Seid church was constituted by eight

wmembers as follows,

Joseph Nickell

Rachel Uickell (his wife)

¥illiam Prather, S&r.

Hancy Prather (his wife)

John Hammon

Isaac Nickell

Isabell Nickell (hie wife)

Pollie Clenmonsl

This is the record of the establishment of the first Church
of Christ in Morgsn County. The name of the founder is rot given
but at the Centenniel in 1932 the common opinion was that “"Racoon®
John Smith was the founder. The agreement to keep a record of church
proceedings was surgly slighted. The extant records are very limited.
For a year we may find a complete report but a blenk for the rext ten.
Prom ths records avaeilable and from talking to many of the members, I
have pileced together a brief history.

The youny church made slow but stemdy progress. O(mne of the
charter members, Joseph Hickell, had been a Baptist preacher. He
took the oversight and nourished the new congregation, Soon his uncle,

Ianac Nickell, gave & plot of ground upon which a church house was to

1014 church book (which I found inside the pulpit) dated Mey 15,
1875, co-ied from a previous rscord by R. O. Maxey, clark.

53
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be built.l The citizens gathered snd at a big ™log raising” the house
was constructed, It served the nurpose of both church and school.
K¥rs, Francis Zlam (borm 1858) desoribed the old building to me and
said that her father went to school there when he was a boy. It was
mads of large hewn logs and daubed with muds It haé no windows, but
holes with shutters let in the light. A large open f{ireplacs, large
enough to hold logs ten feet long, heated the housa. The seats were
split logs with pegs in them,2
For twenty years this was the only Church of Christ i~ a
wide arsa. It had members as far down the Licking River as West
Libarty; and as far up the river as Salyo}sville. People came from
%1k Fork and Caney Creek to its meetings.
This old church grew te be one of our strongest churches
in the county. Itz custom has been to have preaching on the first
Sunday in each month, Seldom has it been without a pastor. In
1875 it reported sixty-two members in good standing.3 By that time
the old building was badly in need of repair. In fact, they con-
cedad that 1¢ was beyond repair. “hereupon they tore it down and
constructed a 24 feet by 40 feet frame bullding. About that time
a Sunday School was started., In 1892 it hed forty-seven students
enrolled.?t
| The establishing of new ¢hurches hurt ths parent congrega;
tion. In only two instances, however, does the church book give

ovidence of this, It recorded the fav’t that six members went to

Mickell, Joe, History of Nickell Family.

2statements by Mrs. Francis dlam, White Osk, Ky., June, 1940,
3014 church book.

41bid.
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Bethany and four to New Hope. In the 1890's three members went to
Texas and thres to the Indian Territory. I am confident that many
more who arse not mentioned also left 'hite Osk. These folk included
some of their most substantial members., Naturally, it weakened the
charch.

The church book states thet in June, 1919, there wers foriy-
two members in full fellowship.l They made some progress the next
fow years, In 1924 they reported sevanty-five members to the Annual.?
About tris time a Christiasn Tndeavor was started but it lasted only a
short time, By 1929 the membershi; had dropped to fifty. It has
remained at that level to the present,

In 1932 the congregetion spent about $75 to repair the build-
ing in preparation for the Centennlial celebration, ~hich was held
in sonjunction with the Annual %esting.3 Todey the housas 18 in good
repair, well painted inside and outside, They have electric lights
and a plano. The Sunday School functions part of the time. Harlen
Murphy, who lives at West Liberty, preaches for them one Sunday each

month., For his services last yeer he received $35,

01d Grassy Churech
The Christian Church at 0ld Graasy Creek,
Horgean County, ¥Xentucky was congre&atad in the
yeayr of our Lord October 26, 1833,

The above statement is all that we have concerning the egtab-

lPresent ehureh book in possession of Lula Riam, clerk.

2Minutea of Annual Meeting, 1924.
3 present church book.

4In church book, copled from former one in 1877 by James A,
011field, clerk, in posseseion of ¥elly Nickell, ¥ize, Ky., present clerk.
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lishment of the second Church of Christ in MHorgan County. Seversl
of the o0ld members think that Preacher Joe Nickell was the founder.
¥y knowledge of its early history is extremely limited but I sup-
pose thet it carried on in the wey common to our churches in the county
at thet time. It had quarter-time preaching and an occasional revival
meeting., Very early they construcisd e larze log church house on the’
hill opposite Kelly Nickell's home., Just after the Civil ‘far they
moved a aquartsr of a mile up the ersek, snd built another loz house.
This served zs a maeting place until they built the present frame
structure in 1897.1 The memberehip of the church at that time was
sixty~eight.2

I have slready mentioned the fact that large nunbers of peonle
have le7™t Morga: County. This church wns seriously damaged by this,.
Seversal of their most loyal mambors moved away. Other loyal members
have grown old snd died., Young ones have not besen truined to take
taeir pleces, & fov yeare ajzo some 'oliness psople came into the
community. They wanted to hold a revivel in the churceh but could
not zet the permission of the elders, Consequently, they went up
tne cresk = cucrt distance mnd presched in an old school housa.
ater they began holding m=nual arbor meetings wiich lasted several
vasks. They do not have an organize' etmrehg yei, they have taken
some of the bast members of the Church of Christ. Also, = consider-
able number in the community who do unt belong to their grous sympa-
thize with thenm.

Here, then, we find another "used-to~be” strong church that
-

"These facts given by Kelly Nickell.

QChureh book.
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is marking time today., They have a membership of sixty~five but only
twonty to twenty«five attend »nreaching servicses, They have no Sundey
School and communion only ithree or four times & year. liarlen lurphy
preaches quarter-time for them and three of the members give him about
$6 each trip.

The members do not have to worry about keeping the bulldinz
in repair. About ten yesnrs agoe, W. T. Caskey of NHaosho, MYissouri,
(formerly of Morgan County) willed $500.00 in bank stock to the church
to maintein the building. This is s sufficient amount because it

sarns sbout $25 each year.l

Blackwater (izel) Church

Loren HNickell, a grandson of Preacher Joe Nickell, smzys that
the Blackwater Church was established about 183% by his grandfathar,
Preacher Joe lived near the church and through his labors in it the
congragatior grew to be a2 sirong chureh, They helped construet a
los school house which served for both chureh and school. It was
approximately one mile southeast of %Yzel, close to Rlackwater Creek.?
They had big crowds at their meetings. Preacher Joe and Harry Little
were their favorite preachers., "otringer Bill" Yocum (six feet, six
inches tall) lived near there and often he preached for the church.

In 1883 #¥r. D. G, Combs moved to Kzel and began preaching
for the congregation, Before long he persusded the people to move
the church to Gzel and construct a new hulldinz. This they did and the

building was above the average fur !forgan County churches. liany folk

1Kelly Nickell supplied the most of these facts about the
014 Grassy Church.

2Statenent by Mrs. Mary Z. ¥cGuire (b. 1857), HEzesl, Ky., lar., 1941,
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still remember the clear-toned bell, especially when it was tolled
whan there was a funeral., One man told me thet he could hear it at
his home {seven miles away) in favorable westher., Under Yr. Combs'
supervision ths church grew but about 1892 hs became an svengeligt
for the Xentucky Christisn “issionary Society and from then on had

only limited time to zive to Zsel.l

Just about this time Jaock Howard moved to 3zel, and split the

church wide open. ¥e established a Church of Jod which shared the
building with the Church of Christ, The bullding still hed a $§DO
debt on it, Thse man who loanad the monsy sued the church snd got
3udgment. Part of it was pald and then he deeded two-thirds of the
church property to the Church of God and one-third to the Church of
Christ, Befors long lightning étruck the building and burned it,
Then ths Church of Christ built a less pretentious structure on the

original foundation, This placed the problem of ownership in con-

fusion. Anyway, both c¢hurches held preaching services in the bullding.

Jack Howard did irreparable damage to the “zel Church of

Christ, It never regeined its former strenzth. Mr. R, B. Heal's

afforts of reorgenization in 1906 did not greatly altisr the gituation.3

fut, 1t continued to carry on and havs its regular cuarter~time praach-

ing.

In 1924 the United Presbyterians came to %4zel and gained pos-

session of the church proparty.4 They established a church asnd a

1rbia.
zétatament by Loren Nickell, iize, Ky., June, 1940,
“Winutas of ¥entucky Christian Miesionary Convention, 1906.

45upra pp.2yg-27
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school. The Church of God rembers went into the Presbyterian Church,
The majority of the Church of Christ members did likewise. fbout
twenty of tnem rafused to submit, though. They vant two miles south-
east to the Grensy Creek sch:oolhouse and continued to have mestings.
They have made sows gains in memhership sines then. At pressnt thay
nave thirty-eight members.l They used to have Sunday School, but
it ceased to exist about three years apgo. Seldom do they obzerve
the Lord's Supper. “hem Harlen Murphy preaches at 0ld Grassy on the
third Sunday of each mrnth, he drives on over to Greasy school house
and preaches in ithe afternoon. Thelr church congists of naving

preaching sservice once each month und Pifty may attend or only fiws!

Yest Liberty Church

Hest Liberty has Yeen the county seat of Horgan County since
the founding of the county in 1823, The other ccmmuniﬁies in the
county uss? combinetion church~school houses for places of wcrahip.
West Liberty found an eusier way snd used the court house. Different
danominations preached in it bul rone of them organized a ehurch until
some time leter, O(ne of ths early Christian preachers was Joseph
Miekell., About 1850 a practicing physician and "fighting Campbellite,”
Daniel Dillon, cama to Weat Liberty =nd held some meetings. Here he
found several members of the Church of Christ but no organized church.
After converting some more he nroceeded to orgsnize a church. Uncle
Rube Cassity (born 1853) says that this was in 1852 or 1853,

4 union Sunday 35¢hool was conducted in the court house,
pDifferent religious groups continusd to have nreaching days. In 1884

the Church of Christ ventured into 2 new plsn for thae village. Through

lﬁinutes of A nual Meeting, 1940,
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the encouragaement of J, ¥. Downing it construeted & gzood-sized {rams
buildinz upon a 1ot donated by ¥r. and ¥rs. H. C. Turner.l ir. Downing
lived at Vest Liberty several years and slthouzh his dutiecs ss Tustern
Kentucky Tvangelist took him all over tle mountains, the Tast Liberty
Church raceived a z00d shars of his attention.

Jack Yoward hacame arstor 2f the church, bhut fortunntaely did
not zet to destroy it. He bsgan nreachinzr his Church of fod dJoctrine
at Salem and soms of the eldsrs from Yest Liberty hepnpened to be
pragsent, “"hen thay returned homs, they talked the mattsr aver anid then
wrote to lMoward telling him mot to return to the ¥ast Liderty Church, 2

The chureh book states that in 1893 the church was reorganized
and the book reviged., £t that time they nad about 175 mamhsrs.g

Duping the mi-istry of J. ¥, Hatcher the old builiing was
torn dowr and & new brick vereer bullding counstructed. This was in
1910, 1It had colored glase windows snd the totel coet wue rbout
$6,000., The minutes of the ¥entucky Christisn Hissionary Convention
for the same year ssy, "Ye agreed to pay 200 toward the support of
J. 7asley “atcher in thie, the county seat of Worgen County. A splen-
did new house of worship, -robebly the best we heve in Central Hastern
Yantuecky has been arected.”™ The minutes for the vext yesr stnte that
wost Liberty hed received some support for ¥r, Hatéher, who had been
foreed by 311 health to resign. Soon the chureh celled ¥Wr, J, T,
McGarvey, rrincipsl of Hazel Green fcademy, to be half-time osreacher.
The burier of the church deht causel the churceh to mopsesl to the

society for more help. They agreed to sxtend some msesistence provided

lstotement by ¥iss Florsnce McGuire, West Liberty, Ky., ‘ar.. 1941.

szi d.

3 . .
Church book in nossession of HMiss Florence HeGuire, clerk.
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the church would nay $500 each vear on the dabt.l Tt apnears that
the church failed to nay the amount, but the Snciety continued to sup-
nlement tha ministers' salesries for many years., Tha amcunt they gave
varied from 350 to %225, The church kept on payine on tha deht snd
finally got it slearsd off,

Juring the decade {rom 1910 to 1920 the church made comuernd~
nhle nrogress. They obiained & nev building and had a full-tine
ragident winister the most of thae timse, Their membershin incraased
to the naishborhnnd of two hundred. They had & good Sunday Sehool
of ovar one hundred gitudents, The Lord's Sunper was celebratsd every
Lord's Day. This prosnerous condlition exte~ded into the 1920's and
in 1925 they reportad 225 members (73 non-resident).?

Durine the last ten yéars the church hes mede little »rogress.
In 1937 they renorted 115 mombers.,3 The drop may have heen because
they were not counting the non-resident memhers., They have had only
half-~time nreaching and for a year or two only auarter-tima,

The last Annual i‘eetins tha chureh renortsd 135 mambers , 4
They have Sunday School and cormumion avery Sundey with an averags
attandance of seventy. The two Ladies Ald Spocieties have a member-
ship of ahout fifty;., They zivae to missions and keen the building
in renair., Professor G, C. Banks, of Morehead State Teachers College,
preachas Tor them on Sunday moruning twice a month., ¥or his services

a faw of the members zive him 312,50 saoh trip,

Lsinutes of Kentueky Christian Missionary Convention, 1910-1%12.
Zinutes of Annual “eoting, 1925,
Yiinutes of Annual ifeeting, 1930,

“Minutes of Annual Yeeting, 1940,
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Blairs Mills Church

This chureh is 2lso known as the %est Union Church. The early
racords have been destroyed. The present church book goes back to
1908, and has nothing to say ebout the founding of the church. ur,

J. E. Blam, of Bleirs Mille, told me that he was born in 1865 and that
the church waec established one yesr later by Yirem Lee (about whom I
¢could Pind nothinz else). Soon & loz hiouse was built by the community
to be used as both church and school. Later, anothsr house, & one~
roor frame structure was built for the same purposes.

T™he church book mentions the ordination of officers in 1908
and then follows with a 1ist of 140 members.} o dates are given after
the namass, but certainly all of thesa were not members at the same
time, It was, nevartheless, a strong rural church,

Ry 1920 the chureh had sunk t0 a low ebb. This is shown in
a statemant in thy c¢hureh book for August 16, 1920-~

"Be it known to all into whose presence this may
come, greeting, that whercas the “estunion Church
of Christ, Blairs ¥ills, Kentucky has becoms in s
lukewarm condition and many of its former members
moved swsy and taken membership with the church
et other points without letter or notifiecation,
And wheraes

All have come short of duty to Christ it is
deemed necessary by the present pastor J. Y. Dunn
and the Zlders and Demcons to make a new beginning
by all eoming forward with ar open confession and
none will by admitted to msmbership other than by
confession,

And whereas thers are on the old record the
names of many friends, relatives and loved ones
that are gone

Be it resolved that those shall be kept and
held dear by ths Church

Be it resolved that the present officers

Ylders James Cassity
Jomes T, Zssterling

1Church Yook in posseseion of irs, Frank Miles, clerk.
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Neacons Jamesg Tlam
R. H, IZssterling
shall continue to hMold offise,l
Then a list of forty-ons membars is given. In 1924 ths nunber
w5 forty.2 ‘oor, however, the church began to srow, Thay had an
active Sunday Schoocl and quarter-time preachinz, In 1931 the vuilding
was needing resair, Congernartly the ehurah and county school bosrd
anlarged and resaired it. Under the ministries of J. . Dunn snd
J. Fu ™2ltere the church continued to grow and iﬁ 1236 reported 129
members. >
inece 1936 1t has beon on a gradusl dedlins. The Zunday School
attandavicc deoreasad to the place that they cessad trying to havs it.
The princinal rensor for this %ns 2 wiion Swmday Sehool coviducted in
the afternoon at e school house n short distance swey. The main attrec-
tion suams to be a ball —ame which follows tha Sundey Schcol., In June,

1940, tha church clark informad me that there had bheon only ons addition

in the four nast years. The membarchi: was then about seventy.

Salem Chureh

The Church of Christ 2t Antioch, Grassy Creek
was organized the lst Lord's Dey in Sept. 1866 by
Hlder Parris Robinett

Elders Koses Laey

Jameg W. Nigkell
¥iley C. Wilsgon

Deacons Joseph Se¢ Nickell

Jamaa T, Geoss
Preston Wilson
Clerk 5. P. vickell?

Lrvia,

Ziinutes of A-ue) Haetine, 1924,
3, .

inutez of Avrual 'eeting, 1936,

4Church book in possessior of Lucien Nickell, clerk.
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This ia the record of the establishment of the church at
Antioch. The name of the church is aAntiochy it is located a2t Salem
on QGrassy Creek at the Puskirk postoffice. A list of 142 members is
given, eighty-seven meles and fifty-three females. This incluies
members up to 1895, There is no way to tell how many were chartsr
members,

At first the echureh met in the school house. In 1387 they
joined with the Bantists and Presbyterians and constructed the nresent
building. It 18 a large well=-built freme strueture forty-four feet by
thirty~-six feet., The boards they used were planed by hand.

Soon after this Jack Howaerd begen premching at salem. It
was here that he began preaching the Church of God doctrine, He split
up the churchi took over the Bapfista and Presbyterians, A rivel
Chureh of God was organized. It continued to meet in the same house.
After Howard's death, the Church of God continued for mauy years but
finally died. The Church of Christ carried on but in a8 weskened
condition for it never regamined its former strength. In 1924 it re~
ported seventy-~five members to the Amnusl &eeting‘1 Since then it hae
drifted along until today there =zre only forty mambers. 2

The church tries to have quafter~time preaching but for the
laet twenty years has offen Seen without any regular prsaching. They
have no Sunday Sehool =nd seldom observe the Lord's Supper. Hickmer
Migkell preaches for them one week end each month. The building is
in cood condition today becsuse thay repaired and painted it in prepa-

ration for the Annual Meeting last September, 1940,

Litnutes of Annual ¥eeting, 1924.

2yinutes of Annual 'feeting, 1940,
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heross the hill from Salem at the Squire Mickell school housse
a community Sunday School has been functioning for several yenrs.,
Although the leaders ars maMbafs at Salem, it sprang up independently.
Their Sw.day School averages about seventy. A loeal marn or visiting
minister preaches each 3unday night and good crowds sttend. They
have no organized church but arse doing more to bring religious educa-

tlon to the people than many of the organized churches.

Toms Branch Chureh
The Biblical name of the Toms Branech Chureh is Bethel, The

nostoffice is Omer., I could rot locate any old records of the church.
The present church book goes back only a few years., PFrom talking to
gseverasl old people who know the church, however, I have pleced togsther
a brief history. The church w:s established soon after the Civil War,
probably by Harry Little., The mestings were held in the school house.
As time prssed by, other preschers came. Ome of the favorites was
¥, L. Lacy. He had some really biz meetings at Tome Branch. In faect,
the crowd zot too large for the school house.l This led them to build
a2 church house., This was in 1910 and it is still used as a place of
worship. The bullding is & huge affair for a rural church. It is
about forty fest by sixty feet. This fact aloua spesks of & largs
congregation. Some of the old people told me that in thet day Tomas
Brench had largsr c¢rowds than any of the churches near there.

Not many years after the construction of the new building
the congregation begen to shrink, Many folk left the community to
obtain positions in “"public works." Some of the faithful members

died. Younger ones were not treined to take their places. In 1925

11 received this date from Mrs., Mary E. MeGuire (born 1857),
of Zzel, Ky.
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they renorted seventy members.l The number further decressei until
the church practically died. For a few ysars they had no communion,
no Sunday School and ssldom any preaching. In 1935 James Lawson from
¥enifes Uounty becsme pastor of the church. He reorganized it with
twenty-seven members.?® Under hie guidunce the msmbershir incresased
and in 1936 they reported sixty members.3 They had rezular monthly
meetings which were well attended. This continued for some time and
the interest dropped agein. They are still earrying on, however,
with Mr. Lswsgon preaching for them one Sunday each month, Last fall
they reported to the Annueal Heeting a membershin of seventy-one and
stated that during the past year they had given their pastor $5.%
The Lord's.Supper has not besen observed for many years. The minister
told me that some of the members think that footwashing should be
observed in conanection with the Lord's Supper. Others do not think

it should. Consequently they do not have sither.

#illiams Creek Church

Record of the Colosss Church of Christ.
We, ths people of Elamton Kentucky after deciding
the need of a church in our neighborhood, met in
g2 business segsion and the result of the meeting
maant the argagization of a church by D, G. Combs
#arch B, 1886,

Only a few members constituted the church at its beginning,

but by 1892 it hed grown to have sixty members. The Biblical rame of

liinutes of innual Heeting, 1925,
2Ghurch book in possession of Mrs, Pearlie Barker, clerk.
3%inutes of Mnnuasl Heeting, 1936,
“yinutes of Annual Keoting, 1940,

Schureh book in possession of HMrs, Ova M¥axey, clerk,
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the church is Colosse {often corrupted into “Gollash"). It is located
at Tlamton, Kentucky, on Filliams Creek, a tridbutary of £1k Fork, All
four names are used to distinguish the church.

‘he new congregation met in ths school house near "B" ¥illiams'
home. This lasted but a few years., Then a unior church houss was
constructed near it, Two brands of Raptists, the iethodists uni
Christians “wud one Sunday dach month. 2lotually it was more of s
community center than a place of wrship., Gntertsinments were given,
box and pie suppers wera held, the magistrate even conducted his
court in it.

Sbout 1915 the mind ster of the church, Jiles Beculhimer,
began preaching that footwashing, as well as the Lord's Supper,
wes en ordinanca of the church. The elders objected to this and
Jiles saw it expedient to leave., ¥ith him he took eight or ten mam-
bers and they organized a "New Christian Chureh.” 4 few more Joined
them, Becsuse Jiles Beculhimer and %lbert Nickell wers the leaders,

2 local wa: nickiamed thsm the "Nickenhammer Church.” Thkis group
lnsted ebout six months and then they disbended, the majority going
into the Regular Baptist Churech,

By 1321 the church building was in such bad repair that some
of the people waented to fix it. The plan did hot materialize, howsver,
and the Church of Christ began mesting in a school house zt the mouth
of the creek, This was four miles from the old building and sut of
the way for the majority of the members. Conseguently in 1525 they
came three miles back up the creek and constructed a new {rame build-
ing.

In 1924 the menbershipy of the church was eighty-eight., It
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remained neer thst lsvsl until 1930 and then it dropped to fifty.l
Tor several years they have tried to conduct n Sunday oSehool, but the
men toke little interest, It consists of fifteen to twenty children
and three or four women. Their ide»l used to be to have the Lord's
Supper once a month--on esch preaching dey. Thrse years azo, though,
sevsral Baptiets were attending thelir wmeetings, They rsfused to
communs because the Church of Christ 4id not wash feet alsc. Thie
sut them in en uncomfortable position. The result was that ths Church
of Christ ceased having communion. The rulin' slder explained that
to have it put a "chill on the meetirns.® To the Anvual “seting last

3eptembaer they reported, no additions nor desth mnd no pastor selected, ?

Their membership still remains at fifty.

Bethany Church
The Betheny Church is located on Tarkiln Branch at Matthew

postoffice. The examot date of its founding is unknown. Many members
of the Thite Oak Chureh lived in the community and would have preachers
to hold meetings in private homes and school houses. One of the favo-
rits places was the Shoal Branch school house, three miles from “hite
Oak "the wey the crow flieﬂ“yénd considerably farther by land., After
the school was moved to the Mouth of Rockhouse (three-icurths of a mils)
the Baptist and Church of Christ members still used it ss o meeting
place.

In 1886 the Chureh of Christ began work on a twenty-four fset
by forty feet freme building on Tarkiln Branch, a querter of a mile

from the school house., At its completion in 1888 W, L. Lady dedicatad

Liinutes of Annual Meeting, 1930,

24 nutes of fnnusl Yeating, 1949,
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it. I could not find any record of the organigzation of the church, but
asguna that it was not formally organized until 1886, I may be in error
becauses it oould easily have bheen hefore that tinme,

Kantucky has the reputation of getting grestly wrought wp
during slections, Some of the "hottest" elections aver held in the
gtate were loenl school elesctions, At Matthew, an slzction which took
place about 1896 had asn import=nt effect upon the church, #ithout
going into the detaile of the affalr (which is difficult to do), it
repulted in eplitting the church. One faction pulled ocut, went ovar
on Lacy Creek and established ™New Hope™ Church. Tvidently they hoped
for a better condition than had existed at Bethany. The old feelings
died down in 8 few yesrs, however, and geveral of the peonle went back
to Bethany, The number of me&b;ra 8t that time is uncertain. The
church book containe & large number of names but fails to give the
date of their entrance into the church.

In the first §art of this century the church got along reason-~
ebly well., They had quarter~time preaching and an oceasional revival
meeting. Communion was usually served on preaching days and part of
the time they had & Sunday School. At the roll eall on Homecoming
Day in 1924 they gave a list of forty-two members,t

In 1926 Bethany snjoyed snother church fight. This time it
was over the selection of & minister. Two men were under considera-~
tiong one of them was present. Well, the election got so bitter that
sevaral of the membhers got up and left the meeting. The man who was
present wag called. The oovposition rafused to attend his meetings.

That fall the opnosing eldersz took the affair to the Annual Veeting,

1chureh book in possession of Nomh Mickell, clerk.
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which promptly withdrer fsllowszhip from the church without taking
sides with either party. In a few months the faetions agreed 1o
forgivae each other, Their action is explained in e statement in the
church book dated April 27, 1927.
To whom it may concern,
The Chureh of Christ at Matthew Kentueky having

been withdrawn from by the Annual Yeeting of 1926.

S5aid Church decided thet they desired to be rein-

atated with the Annual Body. After due consideration

they called slders J. F. ¥alters, Harlen Murphy and

Hickman Nickell o hold a meeting in order to be re-

instated. The results of the meeting were as follows:

The Church was reinestated by confession of faith.

Officers appointed. They selected James Nickell of

Jolfe County as nastor,

The number reinstated was fortyenine. 'The Annual minutes
made no mention of Bethany in 1927 but in 1928 recorded that Bethany
wae redeived in full fellowship.

The praatics of excluding “unworthy" members has kept the
chureh in an uprear for several years., In 1919 W, Canade Nickell
was elected an elder of the churech, He took the position seriously.
Lookiﬁg over the members he decided that several were unworthy, that
they were disggracing the church, and he, an elder, was nartiaslly re-
gponsible. Although it was an unpleasant task, he falt that hse had
to attempt to bring therm back to the fold and if the attempt failed,
to withdraw fellowship from them., First Mr, Hickell would talk to
the "guilty" ones, and 1f they did not repent he would take it before
the chursh., If the offenders tried to prove their innocence, it meant
they would have =z trisl. %"The 2ethany Church vs., the defendant.”
Bach party brought witnesses to testify, The inevitable result was
disastrous for the church. 4 common reason for heing excluded was

gotting drunk. In 1933 Canada awoke {or his wife awoke him) %o the

fact that sevaral memhaers of the chureh had been married twice and that
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the first partner was still living. Consequently, those mombers were
excludad., Mr. Nickell did suggest that it =ould be all right for them
to live together as brother and sister in order to raise their children!
The two othar slders reluctantly agreed thet unworthy members should be
throm out but felt thet it would causs so much trouble and divisinn
that it w=ould do more harm than leaving them in the church. The old
brother was utterly sincere but was without the lesst inklinz of tact
and diplomaey, Tha nolicy wunavoidably made enemises of those thal were
excluded and of their friends. I+ even caused an 111 fesling among
those remeining in the church,l

Five or six years ago Alva Sizemore and Joe Jones, ztudents
of Christian Normal Institute, Grayson,.Kentucky, held 2 "big revival”
st Bethany. They had large crowds, revived the church snd haptized
many neople. They encouraged the Sunday School and even started o
Christien fSndeaver., But, nothing was done to train leaders., Christian
EZndeavor soon died and lster the Sunday School followed it. The church
has continued to have quarter-time preaching and to the Amnual last

fall they reported forty-two members,2

Lacy Creek Churech

The congregation of the Church of Christ
worshipping at New Hops, Morgan County, Xentucky
Organized by Elder Henry D. Adams May 11, 1896,
with the officers qualified to take oversight
of seid ¢ongregstion (viz),

1Theae facts were obtained in a conferencs with Yrs., 7. 7.
Nickell (Mr, Nickell died 1939) and Noah Nickell, a son, at Matthew, Ky.,
Juns, 1940,

zﬁinutas of Annual Meetinz, 1940,
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J. Frank ¥Ycluire

James Cox
Te ¥, Ross Elders

John Frederick
“tart Baler }

Frank Conley Deacons

W. M. Bolin
Riley Patton, Treasurer
e Jo Elam, Clerk

The YWew Hope Church, locatad on Lacy Creek st Tlorress, Yentuceky,
was organized with thirtyegeven members., The immediste cause of its
organization was 2 chureh fight at Bethany. Several of the mambhers
cume to Lacy Oreek and gsthersd a few more who ware menbers of tha
churehes at ¥hite Dak znd Yilliams Creck. Lacy Creek Church wes
located at slmost a central point from the three churches. In spite
of tha faet that it was organized becruse of a church dispute, it did
answer  thas need of a chureh 6n Lacy Orsek., Hwen thoush some of the
membaere later went Lack to Bethany it conilinued to funetlon.

Soon the church began work on a frame building. They never
finished it bhut worshipped in it five years. Then they tradsd their
1ot which had been donanted by Sylvester Helton, to Hyrtle and Ashland
Ceborn for s lot one«hsnlf mile from there., It was a better location,
being at the place where ths Right-Hand-Fork and Conirsry-Fork flow
into the main fork of Lacy Creek. Ths house was torn down snd the
lumbar was usad to donstruct the new house. Soon it was suitable for

use but wasz not finished, They begen havinz thelr meetings in it.

No hlus prints hed been vrepsared and sach "carpemter™ buili =s he
pleasad, Conseguertly they got the buillding in 2 "mese,” Fin-lly

¥

after slmost twenty years, they hired carnenters %o finish it. The

1. .
Church bhook in possession of Hanry Cox, slder mnd clerk,
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fourth of July, 1923, W. L. Lacy dedicated iho builling.

The Church of Christ members did the most in getting the
churceh building but upon the insistonce of Wyrtle and Ashland Usboru
the bon. states bhat "the Jeed is to bz made for a union caurch house
for 11 denomination. in good standing to preach in.*l In 1925 a
Regular Baptist Church was organized at Lacy Jreek. The two zroups
uge the building.

4t present they do wnot have & Sunday Jchool., 7To celeurais
the Lord's Supper is a rure thing. Thelr mombership is forty~three.2
Hickman Hickell has been presching for them the fourth Sunday in each
month for the last fifteen yeurs, Ihay give him about one dollur sach

preaching d&y.a

Adele Church

About 1900 ¥, L. Lacy moved to Adele (Insko postoffice).
Finding no church thers he proceeded to orgenize one. They met in the
school haﬁss and usually hed regular monthly preaching.* In 1925 they
reported seventy members to the Annual.,® Two yesrs later the Annual
¥eoting was held st Adele but since then there has been no mention of
the church in the minutes of the Annual Meetings. Brother Lacy died
at Adele in 1935 but had been unable to sreach for several years,

sbout 1937 J. . Falters preached one year at Adsle to iry to revive

1orfice of County Court Clerk. The bond was made iarch 14, 1918,
and recorded January 5, 1926,

2ﬁinutas of frunuel Meeting, 1940,
Bstatamsnt by Hickman Yiekell, Juns, 1340,

4Stmtamsnt by Cebrou Lacy (son 0of 7, L. Lacy) at Adele, Xy.,
Juna, 1940,

SHinutes of Annual ¥eeting, 1925.
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the work, Since then thoy hava had only oeccasionnl presching., At
rragent there rway be about twenty members o the Church of Christ

in the community, but there iz no organized church.

Cannel City
The opehing of the coal mines at Carnel Gty brought large

numbers into the village, Hany of these were members of the Church

of Christ. They joined with the Methodisis Presbyteriane, snd Zaptists
and supplied the materisl to construct s union church house, Tach
ehurch had one Sunday for preaching and all joined in the union Sunday
5chool,! To be more exzct, only the Church of Christ and the Mathodist
formally organized churches, but the Presbyterians and the ZBpptists
equally shared with them in the use of the building.

Cannel City grew to be a village of eight hundred peopls.
Business was good. The chureh prospered., They had a large Sunday
School., But, in the 1920's the coal industry slowed downm and in the
early 1930's the mines ceassed to operste. This caused the people to
move away and todsy the village has a population of about 150, The
union Sunday School carries on, largely becsuse of the backing of
Dr. J. s Whiteker, atethodist phyeicisn who livee thers, Although
a fow members of the Church of Christ live there they have not had
preaching services in several years. The Methodist preacher from

Wast Liberty preaches there ons Sunday in sach month.

Trigzley

£t rigley, ths same thing hacpaned that 44id st Cannal Zity.

Zarly in the cenitury a large numbar of mambers of the Church of Christ

1
Statement by Or. J. D. ¥hitaker, Oawmel 2ity, Xy., June, 1940,

[There is no page 74.]
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movad inbo Trigley. Jwmdord Ldiing, a preucner from 2lliot Jnumty,

wes one of them. Through his efforts a Church of Christ was estab-

lished. “hey met in ihs school house for their regular montily meat-

iagﬁ.l
In 1325 this church reported forty-five wmembers to the Anauel
Eéaating.z The nex!t year fthe Ammusl was held at Vrigley. ALuuit this

time or & little bzlore, the local indusiries vegan to leave the
community snd gonsecusutly the psople left teos In 1928 Brother

Adkins died. Tor these various roasons the shurch cessod to exist,

ckin yer

October 6, 1926, Harlen Murphy end J. F. Falters organized
a church with twenty~six members in the Licking River community five
miles northwest of West Liberty.3 The church called Dewey Havers
to be its minister. He preached for tham three ysars. After him,
Harlen lMurphy served for one year and ¥illle Ducn followed him for the
same length of time. Yo other preachers came but f. M. Wells kept the
Sundey Sechool going wntil his death in 1935, At present there are

about 8 dozan members of the Lickiug River Church.%

4 few other churches (that I know practically aotning adout)
should bz mentioned, At our Annual lest 3Jeptember, . H. Collisns,
ong of our old preschers, told ne that thers used to be & Hi. Zion

Church in the northern part of the county, In 1899 the building was

1 tatement by Tilltur Ackirs, son of lanford fdkine, rigley, K¥.,
:Z:epﬁ. . 1940,

%rinutes of Annual Heating, 1925,
3uinutes of Annusl Heeting, 1928.

45tatowent by irs. HNzra Tells, 7est Liberty, Ky., Juns, 1940,
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burnt znd the church soor Jdied. HMr. Ruben Cassity of Vest Liberty
infomied me Lthat there used 1o Yo a church =¥ ladwine, o doubt
thers were other small churches, which hove since passed eway, that T

know nothinr about,



SME OF THE PREACHERS AND DELEGATES

AT THE ANNUAL MRETING, SEPTZMBER 17, 1910
FLORRESS, /Y,

First Row Seeond Row Third Row
1. 1. 1. Hirem Ciseco
2. 2. 2.wiLk ¢coX
3. 3, Jim Ned Elam 3.AMPY RLEVINS
4, John Bays 4. 4o PH NiC. N ELL
5. IKE Howard S. Bill Ross 5. Jim Cox
6, ¥. Cebron Nickell 6, Doug Keith 8,
(8itL Ros>) T+ Morrison Nickell 7. 7. Wallace MoGuire
- 84 W. L. Lacy 8, Cebron Lacy 8, John McGuire
9. Allen May 9. Giles Beculhimer 9,
10. Mgnroe Brown . 10. Anthony Lowe
(‘};aﬁ'(f!‘,u i 7& f;:mw:()

Reading .from Left to Right

™



Chapter 53+ BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHIS OF PREACHERS

The purpcse of this chapter 4as to give a brief view of the
type of nreacher produced in Morgan County and tos id in perpetuating
their memory. Numerous names are known and loved by the older genera-
tion but the rising georstion knows little about thesa worthy memn. If
their names are not recorded, many of them will socon be forgotten.
Kven at present many of the early ones are forgotten and in eother
instsnces, some story or humerous happening is all that is knowm of them.
In regard to a2thers, tradition, church records, and family Bibles give

fairly complete blographies.

[’} iokell
T was born in the year of Our Lord inm 1792 in Clark County
Kentucky, raised in Montgomery County Kentucky, moved to Morgen
County Kentucky in October 1813 and married Rachel Kash December
16, 1813 and she departed this 1ife the 15th day of January 1853.
I, Joseph Nickell, joined the Baptist Church in 1820 and in the
year 1833 myself =~
These words are found in the old family Bible which is in the
possession of Mr, Nickell's great grsndson, Stanley Dennis, West Liberty,
Kentucky. The statement's abrupt onding is due to the fact that the
rest of the page is torn off, It probably said thet he bscame a member
of the Church of Christ, He probably wrote that when he was an old man,
and 4f it did say that he became a member of the Church of Christ, he
miesed the date one year., According to the White Oak Church book he
became a mamber in 1832, Further preof that it was in 1832 is given
in a newspaper ¢lipping of the obituary of his wife, Rachel, in 1853,
It states thet "lYrs, Nickell joined the Baptist Church in her 16th

ysar and in 1832 with her husband united with the Christian Church,. "1

IAmong the papers in Mr. Nickell's family Bidle in possession
of Stanley Dennis, West Liberty, Xy.

78
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As far as I could discover, Mr. Nickell never went to school.
He never learned to read or write uniil he was married and his wife
taught him.

Soon after he joined the Baptist Church he began preaching.
%hen converted by Racoon John Smith in 1832 he traded his Calviniem

for the Hew Testsment and began preashing it, Mr. Nickell, the first
Church of Christ preacher to live in the county, took a leading part
in the *nite Qak Church, the first Church of Christ in the county.
Through his labors, 0ld Grassy end Rzel Ghurehoi were established,
His work also extended into other countiess., To him goes credit for
organizing the Annual Meeting. He served as its honored chairman es
long a8 his health would permit,

“Preacher Joe}) as he was affectionately oalled, became the
best~liked preacher in Morgan County. He was in constant demand to
conduct funerals and weddings. In fact, some people though that only
Preacher Joe could bury 2 person and that a wedding would hardly be
legal unless he performed it.

By his first wife, Preacher Joe had eleven children. JSoon
after her death he married lary Jane Trimble. She bore him one c¢hild,
They had been married only two yexs when ske died. A little later he
was married the third time to Zarilda White, who outlited him,

During the Civil War hie family was divided, Three of his
sons favored the North and three the Southj one joinod the Northern
Army and one the Southern. Preacher Joe remained neutral and aftsr the
war peunited his family.

Preacher Joe, well loved by all end firm iniis faith, departed
this life December 13, 1875, end was buried in the ¥.al Cemetery. In

a patriotic addrecs, deliversd by Colonel J. T, Hazelrigg at West
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Liberty, July 4, 1876, tribute was paid to the grend 0ld patriarch
in these words «-

The Christian church has perhaps the largest membership of
any denomination in the eounty, Hlder Joseph Nickell, who did more
than any one else to plant the reformation in Morgen county and
build it up to 1is present propsrtion, passed to his rewserd lest
year., A lineel descendant of ons of the original settlers of the
county, he did more £4r the sdvancemant of the church, and left
the impress of his exalted private character and morsl worth decper
upon the sommunity than any man perhmps whoe ever lived in the
sounty. Hepudiating human creeds, holding up the Bible ns the
only infallible rule of faith and practice, and teaching men to
believe what God has commanded, and to ebey his commands as the
full measure of his duty, he accomplished a work that will en~

 dure as s proud’ monument to his naemory.l

Very little is known about Dr, Dillon., He was born in Virginia
gnd leter emigrated to Bath County, Kentuocky. During the 1850's he
spont a great deal of time hxﬁ Morgan County practicing medicine and preach-
ings To him gnes the oredit for establishing the West Liberty Church,

Harry Little

Tids man was a younger contemporary of Joseph Nickell, His
home was near the Morgan County line in the edge of Wolfe County, dbut
whén I1ie was born it was a part of Morgan. Many old people remember
Mr. Little as an old time preacher. Those with whom I talked never
falled to meutiom his high-pitched voice. Joms olaimed that it would
echo uyp end down the hollows and could be heard for miles. They added,
though, thay 1% was not harsh but beautiful indeed. The o0ld man died

gbout 1900 whern he was seveniy or eighty years old.

1001¢ Je T Haselrigg's speech is reprinted in the Licking

v&lg! Qouriﬂ' §§£21m!9 Q‘GQ 27, 1923.
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John D, Bays

Another younger contamporary of Preacher Joe was John Bays.
He was born June 4, 1831, In 1850 he was married to Nancy Jane Cooper, .
and they reared a large family of nine children. UYHe was converted at
the age of twenty-five and a few years later began preaching. The
most of his 1ife was spent on his farm on Lick Creek in ths edge of
Magoffin County near the Morgan County line.

“Unele Jom" was more of an exhorter than a textus! preacher.
Cften he would get to preaching in a big way and drift into a "sing-
song."” Then he simply seng his sermon., As I have already stated,
Preacher Joe was chairmsn of the Annual for many years. Uncle John
succesded him, and retained the poeition for about forty years. He
lived to the ripe age of eightywone and his 1ifs olosed in November,

1912,}

Raney C. Maxey
Raney C. Maxey was born in Morgan County September 9, 184].

At the age of twenty~five he married Joan Elam, and they reared six
children., He wae converted in his sarly manhood but d4id not begin
preaching until several years after he was married. The most of his
ministerial ishors were in Morgan but many of the neighboring counties
benefitied by his service. It is estimated that he baptized six
hundred persons.

Sometime before his death, he and Joym Bave made an agreement
that the funeral of the one who died first should be preached by the
other, August 29, 1911, bcth were having a meeting in the Williams

Creek Church. While Brother Maxey was preaching he became 11l and had

1Lettor from ¥iss Gypsy Griffeth, Feb., 1941,
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to be carried from the building. Uncle John arose snd continued the
meating, A few minutes later Mr, Mexey died. In fulfillment of the

pact, Mr, Bays presched the funeral of his very desr friend.

#ilien Leander Lacy

#. L« Lacy was born lovember 14, 1849, in Morgan County,
Kentueky,l Aa s youth he was converted to Christ and did soms "talking
in publics® It wes not until he was thirty that he was ordained and
began ragular preaching., In 1868 he was married to Xliszabeth Talters,
They reered a large family of ten children, Mr. Lacy's formel educa~
tion lasted only three months but through his own study he gained an
sducation superior to any of the local Morgsn County preachers in
hig time. He bLecame a teacher in the rural schools and followed the
profession for fifteen years. Once when he was holding a revival in
the Blue Grass, m student of the College of the Bible asked him what
¢ollege he attended. He replied, "Pine Knot College in my father's
home in Horgan Coumty," _

Practically all of the preachers in Morgan County made their
living by farming, snd were considered “good livers." Wr, Lacy tried
the same thing. MNost of the time he was a renter, however, and was
very poor, %Yhen his wife inherited a ferm, they sold it to buy medi-
eine to try to cure him of disbetes.,? The management and operation of
the farm was left to his wife end children, The story is told that
he would go to the field with them, and while they worked, he would

git in the shade and read the New Testement, Being afflicted with

lstatemont written by kr, Lacy in one of his booke in possession
of his son, Cebron, at Adele, Ky.

25tatement by Cebron Lsgy.



83
diabetes, though, hs rrobaebly 114 not feel able to work. For azbout
twenty years he was on such s strict diet that his mein food was wheat
brean mixed with weter and baked.l TRven after his diabetes was cured
he was left a weakly man.

Part of his poverdy was obliterated when the Kentucky Christ-
ian'Eiusionary Soelsty employed him as an evangelist in 1889, It did
not pretend to pay him a full salary but did extend him some aid., It
varied from $10 to $200 a year and averaged about $70.2 "hile the
most of his labors wure'in Morgan County, he made many Journeys into
other mountain countise end even inte central Xentucky and held re-
vivels. He baptized more people than any other lUorgan County preacher
in his day.3 GSpeaking before the Kentucky Christian Missionary Conven-
tion in 1898, the State Evangelist, Nr. H. ¥. Rlliot, spoke of him as
being "a very satisfactory man® and “one of the best we hﬁve ever had
in Bestern Kentucky." Mr. Lacy contlnued to serve as an evangslist
with the exception of a few years, umtil he was forced to retire,

Then the Seeisfy sxtonded to him a small pension, which he received
until his death in 1935,4

Evangeliet Lady was very meticulous about his clothes, He
wore a Prince Albert winter and summer, ¥y father, J. X, Bolin, tells
of hearing hir close soms of his sermons with a hearty exhortation

congerning the rosurrection. He used biz worda, highesounding phrases

ls¢atement by Hickman Higkell, Peyton, Ky:, March, 1941.

Zfinutes of Kentucky Christian Missionary Convemtion from 1889
to 1917 end a few coples after that.

3Bammnu opinion held by the leaders of the churches in Horgan Co.

45tatement by Cebron Lacy.
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and waxed very eloquent, In the midst of ithis he would extend both
arms and meke them guiver until the rattling of his gold euff links
could be heard all over the house.

In contrast to his eloguencs in the pulpit, in private he
was & very oalm snd humble man, In faot, he was & poor conversation-
alist and simply would hot argue. If he saw that & conversation was |
leading inte an argument he merely walked sway. "hile his nature
was extremely serlious, he had severasl jokes that he would tel1l in the
pulpit, but slweys for a purpose. If some of the young p@épla talked
too loudly he might tell this storys Once when a boy wes talking too
loud in the chureh, the preacher ¢slled him down. After the service
the mother rebuked the nreacher by saying that the boy was not in his
right mind because a "muley steer" had kicked him, This usually caused

the disturbers to see the point and cease talking.

. ¥, Cebron Nickell

One of our best-known preachers and most pioturesgue charac-
tar in Morgan County is "Uncle Cebe Nickell." He was borm on Grassy
Creek November 1, 1854, At the age of twenty-one he wae married and
hae¢ reared seven children. Soon after he was married he bhecame a
member of the church. A féw years later he began preaching.

Most of the clder preachers were “great at exhortation," often
at the expense of dootrine, Uncls Cebe told me thai he saw the need
of more doetrine in the ¢ﬁur¢h and degided thot he would preach it.1
This he did, It has gained him the reputatiorn of bsing "stromg on
doctrine." He was a diligent etudent of the New Testament and in

his prime knew the most of it by memory.

Ynterview with 7. C, Nickell, June, 1940,
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Uncle Cobe and Lesnder Lacy were cousirs and often preached
together, but the two men were entirely different in many respects,
Leander 4id not work very much--Cebe wns ons of the hardest workers
in the county. MNr, Laoy was very precise with his lunguage bvut Uncle
Cebe cared little ms long as his hearers understood what he was talking
about, The first was very particular about hie clothes~~ths latier was
indifferent, GSomeone overheard z conversation between tham one day as
they returned from meeting, As they rode along, Mr. Lacy said, "Well,
¥ickell, Leander made the hills ring todayl" ™Yes," replied Unele Cebe,
*and Nickell wasn't far behind}®

The preachers who have been honored by their brethres to serve
a2 chairman of the Anmual Meetings have usually held the office for
many fours. The first wes Jaiaph Hickell who was succeedsd by John
Bays. After Mr, Bays, Uncle Cebe became chairman and served for iwemty
or tweniy-five years.

Uncle Cebe is eighty-six years old and still living. Ye has
not bean mble to nreach very much for several years. He spemde his
time wandering over the ¢ounty, staying with his children and friemds,
Although he is rather feeble, he ususlly walks. His children would
take hin in their esrs, or would rather have him stay in one place and
be well cared for. After staying st one pluce a day or o week, hs may
take 2 sudden notlon to go someplace else, It is uscless to try to
stop him, If ne decldes to stop someplace slong the road, he walks
in, seta down his satchel and stays. Alwmost everyome in the county

knows him and "Uncle Qebe” iz alwnys welcome,
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Brue kins

Bruce Adkins was vorn December 9, 1859, in Morgan Coumty,
Kentucky (when Zlliot was formed in 1869, his community became a
part of the new county). At an early age he was married and reared
six ehildren. His wife died in 1904 and he spent the rest of his life
with his ohildren (mostly in Morgan County).

In 1898 he was elected to the Kentucky Legislature and served
for two ternms,

¥hen Mr. Adkins was converted and began preaching he revealed
great poseibilities. After several years a tragedy befsll him, which
practically killed his ministry. He loet his voice and could not
speak above a whisper, vEVen then he would eometimes pet Bo interssted
in a meeting that he would arisé and attempt to say a few words.
December 26, 1939, his worthwhile but tragically hampered 1ife snded.l

Jagk Howard

Jack Howard is a name remembered and loved or hated by the
most of the members of the Church of Christ in Morgan County. Some
of them bitterly condemn him, while others mention his name with
reverent respect, All of them witness to his power as a preacher,

His fame is almoet legendary. The following is the insoeription carved
on his tombstons in the Esel Cemeteryt

Elder J A
Howard
Hountain
Evangeliet
born
Jan, 1, 1887
died
Sept. 11, 1895

Iaorénn Adkins, son of Bruse Adking and Mrs, Ztna Wells, =
daughtery both of West Liberty, Ky.
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Jeaok Howard was born in Magoffin County. There he was married
and begen preashing., In the early 1890's he cams down into Morgan
and preached in various communities, J. M. Dowming, Eastern Kentucky
Evangeliet, was so favorably impressed by him that he began plans to
get him into the College of the Bible at Lexington.

Religious debates were common at that time, At "hite OQak,
Howard and Sem Adems (a semi-Quaker recently from Virginia) had a
debate, In the coures of it, Adams became so staumeh in his poeition
that he oried out, "If ¥ am not right I hope that I may never spesk
againl” Three or four days later he died., Thie fact proved a great
boon to Howard‘'s already expanding reputation,

A short while after Mr. Howard came to the county he bhegan
preaching a new doctrine. @hun‘the Restoration Hovement resched
Korgan County the church was gpoken of as the “Chrietien Church." In
Howard's day ths term “Christian Chureh®™ was still used but the more
common name was "Church of Christ." Howard began preaching that the name
- wag “"Church of God,"™ In regard to othaer dosirines he was in substantial
agreement with his bréthren but the question of the name caused trouble.
Division arose in the c¢hurches. The people bezan to take sidea. As
Howard beceme more insistent, the other preachers began to dondemn
his doctrine, Mr, Downing dropped his plan to get him into the College
of the Bible, Thise enraged Howard., He challenged anybody to debdate
him on the subject, While othar preechers hbn&tatod. Unocle Cebe
Nickell socepted his challenge. They were to have a threse-day debate
in the Salem Church., After the first day, though, Mr. Howard quit,
somplaining that Uncle Cebe was too hard on him! Heither man altered
his position, The debate did serve to draw tighter the line of division,

At the following Annual Meeting Mr. Nickell made the motion that the
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name of Jack Howard be dropped from the 1ist of preachers because
of his heresy,l The minutes for that Annual record the fact in these
words, "By the action of the Meeting the name of J. A. Howard was
struck from the list of preechers,"2

By this time Jack Howard had begun establishing “Churches of
God" in Morgan and neighbering counties, MNis followers were called
"Howardites." His eway reeched beyond the Church of Christ. He won
many Baptists and Presbyterisns and others who did not belong to any

shurch, In faet, the movement spread like wild fire, After estab-
| lishing several churches they began holding "Union Meetings" similar
to our Annual Meetings.

Dynemic, but friendly and smiling Howard, went Zorwsrd with
all hie might., Wherever he woﬁt huge crowds flocked to hear him, At
Horehead he found the churches closed to him, »20 he preached in the
court house, Literally thousands came {vom far end near, He defied
the world and offered %o dobats.any living man. He challenged some
of the loeal Church of Christ mewbers to send for some of thair "big
guns” to meet him, They called Mr, J. 5. Kendriek, a recent graduate
of the College of the Bible. Perxission was received to hold the
debate in the Baptist Church., Before the debate, Mr. Kendrick asked
Mr, Howard what would be ‘he length of the debate. He replied, "Until
one goes down!®™ At the first gession Howard spoks for two hours and
fifteen minutes, and Kendrick only {ifteen minutes. The next day,
however, Kendrick spoke for two hours, Howard arose and after a few

minutes begen to c¢ry and sat down. The debute ended and he returnad

1Uhe1a Cebe XNickell gave me this information, June, 1940.

2H£nn$a: of Annual Meeting, 1893, in the pnesession of
¥re., J. ¥. Maxey, Zlamion, Ky.
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4o his home at Ezel., A fow weeks later he died of typhoid fever.

The names of several other preachers that I know little about
should be mentioned. These men served in the last half of the nine-
teenth cortury, and some reached into the present gentury, They
were Paryis Rohinett, Hirem Lee, J. ¥ilt McGuire and Frank HoGuirs,
Others were Thomas Cooper, Lacy Brown, Morrison Nickell, Sanferd
Adkins, brothers Henry and Matthew Adams, and brothers Andy and Marion
Stemper. Jsmes Thomas Pieratt is especially remembsred becauss of his
love for "dimner on the ground.* “Jim Tom Mestin' and dinner on the
ground,” is a slogan a#tlll heard in Norgan County. William Yocum
("Stringer Bill," six feet, six inches) is remembered for his height
and loud voice. One dey as he rode to his meeting at Salem, he stopped
at the home of one of the members, three-fourths of a mile below the
church, to talk, When Mr, Yocum asked him if he were coming wp to
hear him preach, he received the reply, "No, brother Yooum, I'll sit
hers and hear you."

A long 1ist of men have come into the county for reviwvals
or to stay a few years. lany teachers at Hazel Green Academy have
servnd various churches ha the county., This list includes I, G.
Combs, J. M. Dowming, J. T. HeGarvey, H, J. Derthick, J. W. Hatcher,
W, H. Book snd others.!

I have haard the statement that mamny Morgaen County boys have
~ done well after leaving there., That is certainly true in regard to the

next four men I am going to discuss.

-

1por a biography of D. G, Combs see J. W. West's book, Sketches
of our Hountain Ploneers, Lynchburg, Va,, 19339,
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He Go Haney

Hs G+ Haney was born ou Grassy Creek in Uorgan County, October
3, 1888, His parents were members of the 3aptist Church, but after he
finished common school they sent him to Hasel Green Academy. Graduating
in 1912 he continued his studies in Transylvania and received the A.B.
dogree in 1916, After sorving as lieutenant in the World War he re-
turned to the College of the Bible and received the B.D, degree in 1920,
In 1922 he bacame minister of the Battery Park Christian Church, Rish-
mond, Virginia, and has remained with the congregation until the present.
His education has been continued mnd he earned the D.D. degree from the
Union Theological Seminary (Prasbyterian) in Richmond. Dr. Haney has
served for seversl years as prosident of the Virginie Coristian Mission-
ary Scciety as well asg having served on many boards and committees of
the whole brotherhood. Mr., Haney married Levina Oldham Combs of

Lexingten, Kentucky. They have three boys.}

E. B, Long
F. W, Long 12 another Morgan County boy who went to Hazel
Green and becems 2 minister of the Chrietian Church., At present he

is serving in Clifton Forge, Virginia,?

Dewey H. Havens
Dewey Havens was born May 19, 1898, on Grassy Creek, Morgan
County, At the age of thirteen he joined the Grassy Liock Baptist
Church although his parents were members of the 0ld Grassy Churdh of

Christ. 7hen he became tweniy he deecided to become a minister.

11.0%0:* from H., . Haney, August 15, 1940,

25tatement of Nency id. Maple, Seoretary of Hazel Oreen Academy.
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Coneequently he plaaoed mambershin with the 0ld Grassy Churech and was
ordained, 5Soom he became minister of his home chureh and an evengelist.
Realizing the need of more education he attended Hazel Creen Academy.
In 1927 he enrolled ir the College of the Bible and received the
Degres of Pnglish Bible in 1931, After serving various churches in
central Kentucky, two yesrs ago he was ¢alled to the miniotry of the

London, Kentucky, Church. !r, Havens is married and hes three sons.t

orville ¥, Willisns
0. ¥, Williems was born nesr Cannel City, Kentucky, om Febe
ruary 23, 1903, After attending Hazel Greem Academy he took some
work at Zureka College, Tureka, Illinoie. Mr, Williame held various
pastorates and served as an evangelist for several years. In 1933 he
wag called to his present position as minister of the Christian Church
at MoArthur, Chio., MNr. Tillieme is married and has two children--

a boy and & girl.2

dohn ¥illiem Dunn

¥Willie Dunn was born March 11, 1867, in Yolfe County and in
1870 moved to ¥orgem, In 1885 he married Sarah Carroll and they
roared a large family of twelve children. When Mr., Dunn was eighteen
he wne converted and began taking an active part in church, serving
as deacon, Sundey School teacher end choir leader, He was forty-five
yoars old when he was ordained a2 minister. The remainder of his life
he served ae pestor of various churches and as evangelist, October 31,

1934, at the age of sixty-seven, he passed to his reward.

lpstter from D, H. Havens, March, 1941,

2Letter from O, 7. Williems, April 2, 1941.
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Willie Dunn had the reputation of being a good men., ‘“then
Y¥r. W, C. Nickell got too o0ld to bs chairman of the Annuml Meeting,
the position was given to iir, Dum. #Waile his education was limited,
he was a zreat lover of books, Being very devotsd to ths ministry

he would often ride forty or fif$y miles to fill en eppointment.}

Mr. Rasnick was Qarn in 1859 in Ruesell County, Virginia, and
later emigrated to ﬁotgaﬁ County, Kentucky, He was converted when he
was thirty-seven yeaia old but‘nqvar began preaching wmtil twenty
years later. He is another 0ld gouniry preacher and lives on a farm

nsar Yooum,?
Ho He Colline

At ut, Sterling, Kemtucky, 1864, H. H. Collins was born, the
aon'af Carter and Mary Collins. %hen he was six his parents moved to
Morgan County where he has lived ever since. In 1882 he married
Cynthia Lewis and they havae reézred nine children,

Hr, Collina was converted by Marion Stemper whon he was seven~
teen years old., Before long he began preaching. While most of hie
ministry has been in Horgan County, he has taken a few presching trips
into other parts of the state and into other states, He has made his
living on the farm. Mot once, he told me, d1d he ever take up 2 col~

lection for himself.3

lhetter from his daughter, ¥rs. 0llie McGuire, Yooum, Ky., Feb., 1941,
%ir, Rasnick gave me these fects at the Annuel Mesting, Sept., 1940,

3gr. Collins gave me thess Tsets zt the Annual ‘eeting, Gept., 1940,
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Jarse Lawson

Although Jim Lawson lives in Memifee County, much of his ministry
has been in Morgan, and he should be included in this group. He was
born ia Z1lliot County, January 4, 1874, the son of Jerry and Mary
Lawson, At the aze of ten hie narents moved to Menifes County and he
hss lived there on a farm ever since, He married Zlizabeth Cox and they
have rsared sight children.

Hr. Lawson was converted at the age of thirty~one by Sem Whit,
Soon he Yegan preaching and has held pastorates in Norgdan, Menifee,
and Bath Countles. ¥ach fall he finds time to hold two or three
revivals., He told me that he never mentions money to the churches and
hzs averaged receiving about 220 per year since he has been in the

ministry.l

Harlen Murphy

June 7, 1870, at Bonnie, Kentucky, Harlen Murphy wes born,
the son of J. V. Murphy. He was converted by Harry Little when he was
fiftesn. At the age of twenty~one he was married to Lou McGuire. The
following year he was stricken down with rheumatism and etomach trouble,
Ho romained an invalid for seven years., During this time he did some
serious thinking. He decided that he was not living good enough,
Consequently, he began reading the Bible and when he got well was
ordained and began presching.

Mr. Hurphy continued hie labors on the farm and was also
selescted magistrate of his distriet. During National Prohibition he
bacame U,S. Commissioner for the county. Since then he has been

aleoted to the county school bosord and has served in other public

lr. Lewson gave me these facts st the Annual Mesting, Sept., 1940,
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offices, By his first wife he reared four dhildren, In 1929 zhe died
and ten years later he married widow Haude "illiaxns., They livae in
weat Liberty.

In the first part of the century M¥r, Murphy joined with the
Howerdites and was thulr leading preachsr for a fer years, 3eaing
their program dwindle, however, he same back into the Church of Christ,
The last few years hs was had the honored position of being chairman

of the Annual Meeting.l

R, Hickman Nickell

Hiekuon Mickell was born on 3tacevy Tork of Canay (lresk, Morgan
County, September 23, 1877, the youngest of a fomily of twenty-one
children. Hi. father, Joe Desha Nickell, was the father of twenty-
two children, one by his second wife. In 1900 Y¥r, Nickell married
Elisebeth Deborde. They have reared two children,

H¥r, Nickell, or “Uncle Hick," as he is usually called today,
was baptized when he was fifteen. For several years he would pray in
public and "introduce” but he was thirty-eight years old before he
was ordained ss a minister. W. L. Lacy ordained him at 3alem Church,
Sinee then he hae held several pastorates. He is a good Bible student
and & very conscientious preacher, but not a forceful epeaker. In
faet, he faile to put across what he actually knows. He makes no
pretense at being a "big preacher” but s better man in Morgan County
cannot be found., He doee what he ocan for the Lord in a guiet, humble
way-~content 1{ he succeeds, scontent if he falls,

Along with his farming, he worked for many years in the coal

mine at Cannel City. He has preached for one church each fourth

1Those facts were given to me by ir. Murphy in June, 1940,
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Sunday for about fifteen yenrs. often he has ridden a horge or wmlked,
They have averaged ;siving him, he told me, mbout one dollar a trip.

Tifteen yeers' service for $180:1

Jerry Kellag Bolin
J« K, Bolin was bora May 19, 1880, on Lacy Creek, Morgan

County, His parents were 7, M. and Cynthis Bolin, 483 8 young man
he marrisd Cynthia Ellen Willlams and they raared five children,
three boys and iwo girls¢2

#hen "J, K." wag twenly yearsz 0ld he was haptized and began
proéehing. He has held pastorates in Norgan and Floyd Coumties and
conducted several revival meetings. The most of his 1ifs has been
spent on ths farm, buit a considerable amount of his time has been
devoted to work in lumber campe, coal mines, and gas line construc-
tion. At present he lives in Lebanon, Dhio, and works in a factory
in Cineinnati,

His first wife died March 24, 1928. Later he was married to

widow Dockie Rowe at Dwale, Kentucky.

James Franklin Walters

Jim Frank Walters was born in 1884 on the ¥Walters Fork of
Grassy Creek, Horgan County. His pearents wers Marion and Mary Jane
Walters. He was baptized by ¥, L. Lacy when he was fifteen. In 1912
he was ordsined and began preaching. "hile he has held nmumsrous
pastorates, the greatest part of hic energies have besn given to

svangeliem.

lﬁnst of those fecte ware told me by Mr. Nickell, Juna, 1940,

zTha youngest son i1s the suthcor of this thesis,
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At the age of eightesn he was married to Cora Holliday and
to them have been born eight children, seven still living. Jim Frank
lives on a farm on the 7alters Fork of Gramsay Creek.

¥r, Welters was County Evangelist from 1914 to 1940 excepting
for two years, The Kentucky State Missionary Board gave him from $50
to 3100 for four years. In numerous instances when c¢hurches have got
run down, Jim Frank has been called in to revive them., He msy preach
fof a week ond, or a week or two, He will have all those who have
drifted away, and all the other nmembers because all are imperfecte-
in fact, the whole church to eome forward and let it be known that
they intend to do better. Then they take a new page in the church book
and write in the names of all who had been "reclaimed.”

Jim Frank keeps a close record of his labors and makes a re-
port t0 each Annual Meeting. He tries to get his brethren to do the
same by talking about 4t or making a motior in the Asnuml at almost
every meeting. The others listen and maybe vote their consent on ths
motion, but do nothing about it. I took Jim Frank's records in the
Annual minutes from 1927 to end including 1936 and geined some in-~
teresting facts (the most but not all of his work had been in Morgsn
County, but the report covered all), In that ten-yesr period he had

received only 32,523, He had bapitized 382 and reclaimed 8834l

In almost every church in Morgan County will be found an
elder or two who will "$alk in public,” He will lead in nrayer,
*introduce the service," and maybe say a few words when visiting
neighboring churches. There used to be more of these "lay preachers"”

than at prezent., Haybe they should not be called lay preachers,

lQinutes Annual Heeting, 1927-1936,
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because none of the preachers in the dounty consider the ministry as
a profession, Dozene of names could be menticned here, but I want to
mention only one, He is Daniel Roone Williams of ths ¥illiams Creek
Church., I mention him beceuse I want to quote a brief of his prayer.
He startc it at a moderate pitch and gets louder as he goes along
until he gets close to the end mnd then hs lowers his voice again,
Here is his prayer (rnot exact, but close to it),

Preciocus Father we thank Thee for this one more privilege
to return unto Thee our most heart-fslt thanks. %e thank Thee
for spering ocur lives and watehing over us through another dayj
and enabling us to humble ourselves on our bended knees (as
humble a position as we have ever learned how) to thank Thee
for all the blessinge we have received from the dawn of our
enrlisst existence down to the present time. Reallzing that
past blessings will not suffice, we ask Thee to continus until
you are through with us on this old earth.

Dear Lord, if we have done anything contrary to Thy divine
will, we ask you to forglvs us, for it was 0% the head and not of
the heart,

Kind Heavenly Father, we ask you to remember all whom duty
enjoins us to pray for--both saint and sinner the world over. Do
have mercy on those out on the 'bar*n hills of sin and spare them
a little longer that they may see the ur'of their way end coms to
Thee before it is everlastingly too late.

Kind Heavenly Father, we ask you Lo remember the siek in this
disobedient neighborhood mnd '‘round about ard elsewhere,' Wilt
Thou be pleased to strengthen and heal them if it is Thy will,

0 Lord,

Precious Father, we ask you to remember Thy people wherever
they may be. ¥Fill their hearts with Thy Holy Spirit. Give them
knowledge aund strength that they may not fail the counsel to die
like men and women,

Now, dear Lord, as we are not’ 'heered” tor our loud speaking and
longz eontinuance before Thee, we ask you to go with us all through
this journey of 1ife as we sojourn on this Thy foutstool. We ask
you to stand by us ir death, hand us down to our gravss in peace
and on the morn of that great snd noble resurrection, when the
trump of God ehall sound so loud as to wake up the dead, own and
erown us as Thy ownj take our worried sculs home to rest in Beulah
Lacd where we can sing and shout throughout that world that has no
end and Amen!
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Four oither young preachers should be mentioned. Glenn
Lawson, Hobart HeGuire, Bascum Fopkina, and Luke Bolin are Morgan
County boyse training for the ministry. Mr. Lawson lives in Morgen
County. The othor three livs outside and the latter two are in
collage., Tut I shall not write about them. What success they make

in the ministry remains to be seen.



SUMHARY: CCHCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

The study of the Churches of Christ in Morgan County has
brought some enlightening faets 4o the front. The first is, that
although the Restoration Movement was taken to t he county by so
eminent a protagonist ss Jom Smith, that some of the chief character-
istice of the Restoration Movement heve been neglected. The first is
the weekly observance of the Lord's Supper. ¥We believe that the Hew
Testamenf teaches that Christions are to meet on the Lord's Day {(not
Sabbeth Day, nor Christisn S5abbath) to obsarve the ordinance that
Christ placed in the Church to symbolize his death., This is the primury
~urpose of meeting: Yet, the Churchee of Christ in ¥orgsn County,
oxcepting West Liberty, have never done this, ‘hen the churches were
astablished they followed the exaﬁplo of the Baptists and had services
one week end out of eash month, At that time they observed the Lord's
Supper. At present the West Libverty Church has the Gommunion each
Lord*s Dey, but the most of the others even do not observe it when
they do have presching. Some have not observed the Lord's Supper
for years. Xven at the Annual Heetings the Lord‘'s 3Supper is not served.

¥Ye may wonder at this failure to follow the Hew'Tostament
concerning the observence of the ordinance »f Communion. The first
rerson 1g the habit of monthly meeting, which was about as much as
could be exnected when the members had long dietsnces to travel over
poor roads or treile, The loose organization of the ochurch, without
8 progfam of training for elders and deacons, also adds to the letharzy
congerning the ordinancs. Many churches are willing to observe it, if
someone haspens to bring the emblems, it no one goes to the trouble,
thef simply fail to observe the Supper. Another important factor is
a division among the preachers concerning the way the Communion should
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gerved, Some say that it should be paased through the audience and
others argue that all who wish to communse should come up front. They
compromiee by not having it st all, Ths main faotory, howvaver, that
produces the laxness concerning the Lord's Supper hus not been mentioned.
e must remguber that the county is strongly Baptist, and that they
have the "sacrsmentd of footwashing end communion once a year, This
influence is so strong that & handful of our own members have accepted
the Baptist doctrine., ‘'#hile the mass of them reject the Baptigt posie
tion, it hase crept into und does influenca the nracticse of the churches.
0f course, they willnot wash feet as a church ordinence, but unconsciously
they associate footwashing with the Lord‘'s Supper, and consaequently, they
observe neither,

According to the patiern bf the Yew Testament Church, sach
congregation is supposed to have elders and desscons., These are to be
men answering certain requirements. They are not elected to honorary
offices, but to fulfill certain functions. The churches of lorgan
Sounty, with the possible exception of West Liberty, think that if
s man 18 once selected as an elder or deaaon, he is always an elder
or deacon. Some of them have yearly elections, but the dominant belief
is "once an elder, always an elder." One may cease being a demcon by
being elevated to ths sldsrship, but the only way an elder can cease
being an elder is to mofc, die, or get drunk and be kicked out of the
church. Usually, the only church elections will be held when soms
officer dies and another is elected totake his plase. This procedurs
often works to a datriment‘to the churches. A good old man who has
bean an aelder for a long time becomes an invalid or semi-invalid; although
unable to attend, he is still considersd an elder. 1o one will be

elected to take his place until he dies. Now the respect is commendable,
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but when he becomes unable to fulfill his tasks, another should be
salectad who can. Let him remain an slder, of sourse, but see that
another men who is competent will be eleoted to do the work an elder
should dos Anyone who is familier with the situation, though, knows
that such a man is often hard to find, Some churches have only one
or two elders and sbout the same number of deacons. The old men are
dying off and the younzer men have not trken their nlaces, The local
leadership is poor indeed, but there is no attempt to produce a better
one,

An organized program of religious education does not exist
among the Churches of Christ in Horgaen County. There is not one young
peoples' soclety. Only two Sunday Schools are very aetive. 3Some others
are making a feeble attempt to carr} on, but the idea of the Sunday
School as the teaching and svangelistic arm of the chursh is forsign
to Morgan Coﬁnty. (0f course, they srs not greatly out of step with
large numbers of churches that do have big Sunday Sohools every Lord's
Day)s MNone of the churches have an effective program of evangelism.
Sven the old way of having a "big meeting"” once a year has largely
beon discarded. About the only time a ¢hureh has a revival is when
it gete so run down that some of the members feel something must be
done., Then m preacher is called to revive the church, He may nreach
for a week or two~and baptize a few people, but hia main objactive
is to get the members to “"reconsecrate.” If he sucsceeds, all of the
members, sldars and deacons includad, will make a publiec acknowledze-
ment of their determination to do better, Seldom, thoush, is anything
done to train ihe lnenl leadership. After the revival is over the
church erryice on as it did befors it was disturbed. Haybe thess

emotionel fevers do aid in keeping the churches zoing, but & church
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that has no Sunday School, no Communion, no young peonles' soclety,
no ladies' work, no resident minister--whose only activity 1s veek
end preaching (with stress on the “weak"™) once & month-~cannot
expect much from its members, Considering all these thingsa, it is
amazinz thet the churches make as much progrses as they do.

The Anvual M¥setings are old and well established. They offer
excollent opportunities for the churches to plan waye of heloing each
other snd furthering the cause of Christ. The attendants zlweys have
a8 big tiée, have fine fellowship, and maybe heer a lot of preaching.
These things are fine, but a close examination makes us realize that
the Arnuals accomplish only a small amount of the good that they are
capable of mccomplishing,

The ministers of the county receive very little remureration
for their service. In the "good old days" they did not need it, but
today, it costs money to ride = bus or drive a ¢ar. %While the moset
of the nsople are poor, the prenchere are too, and the churches could
suraly do better than they ars row, Think of a church with seveniy-
one membere giving its preacher only $5 inm a whole year--szevaen cents
per member! Zven the county semt church, which has 135 members {some
of whieh occupy mood positions), pays its ministsr only $300 a year.
The fact is that in some of the churches money is seldom mentioned,
snd an offering is never i{anken for the preacher., 0f course, they be~
ideve in “heloing" the pastor and if anyone wants to give him anything
they “aimply hand it to him.” Here, again, is rovealed the influsnce
of the Baptists. The majority of the local Baptists do rot believe
in teking s public offering to “pay the preacher.” If a church does,
the minister is accused of "nreaching for money.,” Tnis giituation

makes it immpossibls for a man to give all his time to the ministry,
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In some way he muset earn a living. This, too, hzg influenced boys
from the county who have gone away to school and trained to be preachsrs,
to go some place else. They want to give all their time to the ministry,
tut csnnot in Morgan County. Conssquently, they go where they can he
full=tima preachers.

In summing up the situation in a few words, these thinge must
be s:id. The Churches of Christ in Morgen Counly were established
and grev when the county was isoclated, Heany c¢apabls preachers for
thet dey were produced. Their education was limited but it was usually
a 1ittle ebove the average of the community. They wers Bible readers
and served the churches in a very scceptable way. The meeting house
was not solely religious, It was, in reoality, the community center.
About the only plsce to go was there; 80 large crowds, church members
amd non-mambere, attended, The present century has witnessed large
aumbers of péople {including ohurch meribers) leaving the county. Thus
the churches have suffered. Recently, paved roads, cars, radios, daily
papers, batter education, commercisl amusements, etc. have entered the
county. These things have brought it out of its century of comparative
isolation. Morgan is becoming a modern, prozrassive county. Things
&re ahangingAand changing rapidly. How, the churches were built and
go devsloped as to answer the spiritual nceds of an lsolsted societly.
That asociety is now dying. Qld things are passing away. The ox teanm
and muls have given away to the V8, Mud beds called roads are being
replaced by modern highways. Year by year, the educationsal atandards’
are being 1ifted. Larger numbers of Morgan County boys and girls ars
going to college, “hen thess students return, they ocften feel alicnated
from the chureh. The obvious fact is that the Churches of Christ in

¥orgen County are failing to <eep pzcs with progress. The same thing
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ig true of practically 2ll ths religious sroups in the county. They
haves failed to open their eyes and sse that their very world ir changing
and to realize that the shanging onrocess hes only begun. “hile the
Gospel doess nct shunges, the manuer in which 1t ie made operative in
human 1ife dsag change, The old, old story dates back to Christ and
the Apostles, out it must be put in forms and language that men in
every generction can understend, If it is not, the meesage is lost.
To prevent it from being lost in Morgan County, the church must sc-
knowledge changed conditions; it must meake some chunges in order to
bring the meseagze home to the hearts of the present citizens of the
county. It must reinterprﬁt the Gospel of Christ to the present day
people of the county in such 8 way that they will be led to Chrigte-
in the ssme way that the ghurch apok§ to our ancestors in thelr day

and led them to salvation.
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III. CHURCH RECORDS in MSS
Minutes of West Liberty District Aunual Hestings, 1924-1940, in pos-
gassion of the clerk, Mrs. Ove Maxey, Elamton, Ky.

South Fork Regular Primitive Baptist Chureh in possession of Fastus
Havens, Yalone, Xy.

White Oak Church of Christ in possession of Lula Elem, Thite Omsk, Ky.
014 Grasay Church of Christ in possession of Kelly Nickell, Mize, Ky.

West Liberty Church of Christ in posseseion of Mies Florence McGuirs,
West Liberty, Ky.

Blairs Mills Church of Christ in posseseion of Nrs. Frank Miles,
Blairs ¥ills, Ky.
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Hrs. Y. 5. Cook, 3eaver Falls, Pa.,, Feb, 19, 1941,
W. He Book, Orlendo, ¥la., July 12, 1940,

D. H. Havons, London, Ky., March, 1941,

r. H. G. Haney, Richmond, Va,, Aug. 13, 1940,

0 7. Milliams, McArthur, Ohio, Apr. 2, 1941.

¥rs. Ollie McGuirs, Yocus, Ky., Feb., 1941,

¥iss Gypey Griffsth, thite Omk, Ky., Feb., 1941,

V. CONFERSNCES

Mrs., Opal Elam, West Liberty, Ky.
Yander Wrather, West Liberty, Ky.
Ove Haney, est Liberty, Ky.

B. T. Morris, Caney, Ky.

Kenneth Clay, Yest Liberty, Ky.
Ruber, Cassity, 7est Liberty, Ky.
Kelly NMickell, ¥ize, Ky.

Loren Ricksll, Mize, Ky.

¥re. Mary E. MeGuire, Ezel, Ky.
Hre. Szra Wells, TWest Liberty, Ky.
Mrs, ¥aney #. Mapla, Hazel Green, Ky.
J. ¥, Walterse, Nickell, Ky.
Harlen Murphy, %West Liberty, Ky.

Hiekman Nickell, Peyton, Ky.
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8. Monroe Nickell, West Liberty, Ky.
W. C. Nickell, Morgan County, Ky.
Mrs, ¥rancis Elam, Yhite Oak, Ky.
Hobert Halsey, Wrigley, Ky.

Arthur Gathman, Malone, Ky.

A, J. Williama, Dingus, Ky.

¥rse Y. Canada MNickell, Matthew, Ky.

J. K. Bolin, Lebanon, Ohio.

Notas I have also talked to hundreds of

others.
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