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The Civil War Experiences of the 

Barkers and Gevedons of Morgan County 

 

A Call to Arms 

 
          Abraham Lincoln, a known abolitionist, had been elected President in November of 

1860 and took office in March 1861. Afraid of what Lincoln might do, several southern states 

seceded from the Union. Reasons for joining the Confederate cause were complex and varied. 

In Kentucky there was not as strong a sentiment in favor of slavery as elsewhere since few peo-

ple had slaves, but southeastern Kentucky had close ties to Virginia, a state that had seceded.  

            The newly elected pro-Union Kentucky legislature passed bills requesting that the Fed-

eral government send troops to preempt any possible rebellion. Home Guards were quickly 

formed in each county. Federal Marshalls began arresting individuals suspected of inciting re-

bellion which further angered those sympathetic to the southern cause. Still, attempts to recruit 

men for the Confederate cause met tepid response. Then a single event initiated a cascade of 

events that affected the whole region. 

            In September of 1861, General William T. Sherman, the ranking Union commander in 

Louisville, ordered William “Bull” Nelson, the commander of Camp Robinson in Gerrard 

County, to move south to preempt unrest and to drive the Confederates already mustered at 

Prestonburg out of Kentucky. As they passed through Caney (on what is now Rt. 191), a senile 

old man stepped out onto his porch to watch the soldiers pass. Mumbling incoherently, he shot 

his pistol into the air, some say in support of the troops, others were not so sure. The troops 

opened fire and put several bullets into the old man. The entire county became outraged at the 

news and Confederate enlistments swelled.  

            In late summer,  well-known attorney and land owner Andrew Jackson May began per-

sonally recruiting men to the Confederate cause. They included many prominent citizens such as 

Henry Chapman Swango, a prosperous farmer and school teacher in Hazel Green. There is little 

doubt that the Barkers and Gevedons knew both of these men and it may have played an impor-

tant roll in their decisions to join them. May took his recruits to Prestonburg where they camped 

on the farm of his cousin William May. There they were assured of a food supply and a place to 

begin training for war. In late October May returned his men to West Liberty where on October 

21, 1861, they officially became Company A of the 5th Kentucky Mounted Infantry Regiment of 

the Confederate States of America (see map and legend). 

            The 5th Kentucky was “composed almost exclusively of mountain men and one of the 

finest corps of soldiers ever enlisted in the army”. According to the pro-Confederate Louisville 

Courier, the 5th consisted of “hardy, raw-boned, brave mountaineers” who were “trained to 

hardship and armed with long rifles”.  

 



Barker enlistments included:  

William Barker, Age 52, and three of his sons; 

Henry M. Barker, Age 29; 

John Calhoun Barker, Age 27; 

George W. Barker, Age 22; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gevedon enlistments from the family of Joseph and Mary Ann (Leach) included: 

William Leach Gevedon, Age 22; 

Joseph T. Gevedon, Age 17; 

and Willis Green Gevedon, Age 20 (official enlistment date was Oct. 25). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These enlistments left William Barker’s wife Elizabeth (Mumbauer) alone with her 

daughters Verlina, and Eva and young sons Thomas and William. Making matters more diffi-

cult, Henry M. Barker was married to a Gevedon sister. Henry and Angeline had just started 

their family and there were four children under five years of age. Most difficult of all, they lost 

an infant child just three months before Henry’s enlistment. It is difficult to imagine the hard-

ships these women would face, but at the time of the enlistment it was generally believed that 

the war would last no more than a month.  

            The entire 5th Infantry Regiment was under the overall command of Colonel John S. 

Williams until early November when Brigadier-General Humphrey Marshall was sent to take 

John Calhoun Barker 

William Leach 

Gevedon 

Willis Green 

Gevedon 

Henry M. Barker 



command in Prestonburg. Today this unit is referred to as the “Old” or 

“Original” 5th Kentucky Infantry Regiment. In the arcane world of mili-

tary designations, there was sometimes more than one unit with the same 

name and many units consolidated or split, changing names as they went.  

 

This has led to much confusion for historians and has been the source of 

mistaken identities. This is apparently the source of the erroneous ‘field 

worker’s report’ from 1940 stating that Henry M. Barker had deserted in 

Corinth, Mississippi. The Old 5th was never in Mississippi. To confuse 

matters further, there was another Henry Barker in the 5th Kentucky In-

fantry Regiment, but who did not use a middle initial. His muster cards 

show he was “absent without leave” when the regiment disbanded in Oc-

tober of 1862. 

            The men were eager to send the Yankees packing, but in reality 

were poorly equipped and had little training as a fighting unit. Most of 

the men carried their own flintlock squirrel rifles or shotguns. In fact, they would eventually be-

come known as the ‘Ragamuffin Brigade’.  In re-

sponse to a requisition to the Confederate War 

Department, General Lee wrote that owing to the 

scarcity of arms he was having pikes (medieval 

lances) made and offered to send some to the 

troops. In addition, the approximately 1400 men 

were too few in number to attain objectives that 

would have realistically required a force of sev-

eral thousand. Captain May also sent a telegram 

to President Jefferson Davis in Richmond, Vir-

ginia requesting urgent assistance. Davis replied 

that they “were sorely pressed on every side” and 

were unable to send troops. In any case, it was 

too late.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Barker Patriarch Dies at Ivy Mountain 
 

            On October 23, just two days after the unit’s formation, General Nelson marched south 

from Maysville with four Ohio regiments and an assortment of Kentucky volunteers and militia-

men. Nelson’s Union forces engaged Colonel May’s new recruits in a brief skirmish as they 

were mustering at the county seat of West Liberty. May retreated with his men thirty miles 

southeast on the Pound Gap Road to Prestonburg and bivouacked again on the May farm. Cap-

tain May had hoped to reach the security of Colonel William’s main body of the 5th Kentucky 

with over 1000 men, but they had already retreated south to Piketon (now Pikeville).   

Gen. Humphrey Marshall 

The “caves” ( up the ravine next to the Stillwater 

Schoolhouse and Church) where food and valuables 

were hidden from both Union and confederate armies. 

They are in fact depressions created by overhanging 

limestone slabs.  



Captain May, who would later write of recalling that a narrow 

gorge had helped a small Greek army defeat an army of thousands of Per-

sians at Thermopylae, decided to make a stand at Ivy Narrows. Ivy Moun-

tain had a level bench land overlooking the narrow pass. There May built a 

breastworks (above ground trenches made by piling up, earth, logs etc.) 

and positioned his men.  

Meanwhile, Nelson’s forces having reached Prestonburg on No-

vember 5, and not finding May’s men, rested for three days not realizing 

that the Confederates were waiting for them only three miles away. On 

November 8, a fateful day in Barker history, Nelson continued his pursuit 

of May’s Confederates south on Pound Gap Road. The road, as they en-

tered the Narrows, was only seven feet wide and carved out of the steep 

mountainside and paralleling the creek twenty-five feet below. When the 

Federals rounded a sharp bend, the Confederates opened fire. One of the first shots was fired at 

Nelson and a bullet severed the strap of his binoculars case. Several men around him were im-

mediately cut down. Nelson sent men from the back of his column diagonally up the mountain-

side toward the Confederate position while his cavalry fought from the road. The hill was very 

steep, and some of the deaths may have resulted from men receiving superficial wounds and fal-

ling to their deaths. 

The initial volley was a bloody one and the source of most of the Union casualties. In his 

battle report written a few days later, Nelson wrote:  

 

“The skirmish was very sharp. The mountainside was blue with puffs of smoke, 

and not an enemy to be seen. The first discharge killed four and wounded thirteen of Mar-

shall’s men. I ordered the Kentuckians to charge. Colonel Harris, whose regiment was im-

mediately behind me, led his men up the mountainside most gallantly, and deployed them 

along the face of it.” 

 

 

According to Nelson, the battle lasted for an hour and twenty minutes. It is not known 

exactly when William Barker was mortally wounded. The following is an account of his death 

told by Willis Gevedon to his nephew Monroe Gevedon.  

 

"We had taken our position in the flat above the narrows, each of us with his old 

squirrel rifle.  The Yanks were coming down the Burning Fork with the cavalry in front, 

passing along the bluff under us and from where we stood we could only see their heads.  

The cavalry could do us no harm, but their infantry, coming on behind, could see us, and 

was pouring bullets in on us, but were out of range of our small bored guns.  So we were 

taking it out on the cavalry, but Uncle Billy Barker and John Pieratt, off to our right, 

could not see over the bluff, where they were immediately shot down.  Henry seeing them 

fall, sat his gun against the bush from which we was firing, ran down to his father and 

held his head up till he was dead, then coming back up to me, he picked up his gun, took 

the bullets from his pouch and counted them.  Then he said, "Green, I have eleven bullets; 

that means eleven of their scalps for the death of my father."  I saw him load and fire the 

eleven shots, and at every shot, I saw a yank fall from his horse. Of course, others were 

Gen. William Nelson 



firing, but I don't believe Henry missed." 

 

The Confederates continued to hold their ground until a third Union regiment climbed 

the north side of the mountain and descended on the rebels from above. The Confederates re-

treated across the Ivy Creek Bridge. After traveling south a few miles a heavy downpour began. 

Nelson halted his pursuit, but the Confederates continued in the rain.  

Captain May was ordered to take his regiment back up the road toward Ivy Creek as the 

main force withdrew. At 1:30 pm the next day (Nov. 9) the Union forces attacked and May’s 

sharpshooters immediately 

brought down eight Feder-

als. It is likely that the 

Barkers and Gevedons 

were among the men who 

returned to Ivy Creek to 

face Nelson’s men. There 

were several brief skir-

mishes as May’s men re-

treated and eventually 

blocked Nelson’s pursuit 

by felling trees across the 

road, and destroying 

bridges on the road to 

Pikeville.  

What officially be-

came known as the Battle 

of Ivy Mountain was, in re-

ality, merely a skirmish. 

Although the number of 

casualties was similar on 

both sides (about 10 deaths 

and several dozen 

wounded), the Confeder-

ates were forced to retreat 

to Virginia to seek re-

supply. In the rush to 

evacuate before being cut 

off, the Confederates left 

their dead at the scene, pre-

sumably including William 

Barker. What happened to 

the bodies of the fallen 

members of the 5th Ken-

tucky Mounted Infantry 

Regiment at Ivy Mountain 

has been a subject of great 

Wildly inaccurate stories about the Battle Of Ivy Mountain appeared in on the 

front page of the New York Times on Nov. 13, 1861. Claims were made of 400 

rebel deaths and a thousand captured.  In actuality, there were about 10 

deaths on each sides with a few Confederates captured. 



discussion among historians. In our book we reported that there was perhaps a mass grave on 

the site that was later paved over or moved by the highway department when the highway was 

widened in 1971. This story was based on an interview of Union brigade surgeon Bradford in 

the Cincinnati Gazette just ten days after the battle. Bradford stated that they buried eleven en-

emy dead. Some residents of the area claim that there was indeed a cemetery with a flag that 

was destroyed when the road was widened.  

Recent discussions with regiment historians tell a different story. According to this ver-

sion, the dead were reportedly collected by the Union forces and brought south a few hundred 

yards to what is now the small town of Ivel.  They were supposedly laid out on the porch of a 

store for the families to claim.  Later in the war this benevolent action would likely have not 

taken place, but being one of the first actions of what was still thought to be a short war, such 

chivalry was not uncommon. Reportedly, all but four bodies were claimed. Perhaps both ver-

sions of the story are partially true. It is possible that only the four unclaimed bodies were actu-

ally buried and that the graves were destroyed by the highway department.  If some bodies were 

claimed, it is not known if Wil-

liam Barker’s body was among 

them.     A grave has never been 

found for William Barker in the 

cemeteries that have been visited. 

Based on the assertion that he had 

been placed in a mass grave at the 

battle site which no one could 

find, an extensive search has not 

been done for his grave. If one ex-

ists, it is most likely located on 

the homestead or in a nearby 

church or family cemetery. It is 

entirely possible that there is only 

an unmarked fieldstone on his 

grave.  Although the land grant 

survey for his farm exists, the ex-

act location of the farm cannot be 

determined. Kentucky used the 

“meets and bounds” surveying sys-

tem in those days, just visible land-

marks including trees instead of survey coordinates used today. This will be a focus of future 

research. It is not just that it would be nice to know William’s final resting place, but also that 

veterans groups are placing military markers on the graves of all known members of the 5th 

Kentucky Mounted Infantry Regiment that they can find.  They have recently placed one on 

Henry’s grave at Grassy Lick. 

            The fleeing Confederates did manage to slow the pursuit of Union forces long enough 

for May to reach William’s main force at Piketon.  From Piketon they retreated to Pound Gap 

on the Virginia border. Nelson occupied Piketon for a few days, but reasoned that because the 

Confederates were low on supplies and winter was setting in, they were of little threat. He de-

cided not to pursue them. Nelson was right on both counts. Cold weather came early. The win-

Pound Gap Road near Prestonburg 1880 



ter of 1861-62 was unusually bitter. For three 

weeks the men of the 5th Kentucky were cold and 

starving. Many of the soldiers were nearly naked 

and one report claimed that there were 350 bare-

foot men and fewer than 100 blankets for over 

700 soldiers. One visiting general was appalled 

and ordered one thousand outfits sent to Mar-

shall’s men. Unfortunately, when the suits arrived 

they were found to be of summer cotton, rather 

than of wool. In mid-December the following ap-

peal appeared in the Abingdon Virginian: 

  

“….we saw on Sunday last over one hundred 

barefoot, thinly-clad, but heroic Kentucky sol-

diers near Pound Gap, shivering with cold and 

marching to and fro over frozen ground, with 

feet as red as those of pigeons, assisting to keep 

off from your hearths the Vandal scoundrels 

who have already invaded their own. Can you not spare them a few pairs of woolen socks, 

flannel shirts and other necessities?” 
 

On November 28, they were reinforced by the 29th and 54th Virginia Infantry Regiments. 

The Confederate forces stayed near Pound Gap for about two weeks and then headed to Abing-

don, Virginia to re-supply. While camping there, they were visited by Generals Robert E. Lee 

and J.E.B. Stewart.  

 

Defeat at Middle Creek and Pound Gap 

 
Just before Christmas, Marshall moved his com-

bined Kentucky and Virginia forces of about 2000 men 

back through Pound Gap into Kentucky. He established a 

fortified camp at Hager Hill north of Prestonburg and a 

cavalry camp a few miles farther north at the mouth of 

Jenny’s Creek near Paintsville. The Union Command at 

Catlettsburg learned of the Confederate army’s return to 

Kentucky and in early January sent forces south under 

command of Colonel James A. Garfield. On January 7, 

1862 the Union forces surprised the Confederate cavalry 

encamped on Jenny’s Creek. The Confederates fled, but 

later ambushed and skirmished with Union forces chasing 

them. Garfield arrived at Hager Hill encampment to find it 

had been abandoned two days earlier. At nightfall on Janu-

ary 9, Marshall’s forces, having slogged heavy cannon 

through deep mud, finally reached Abbot Creek east of 

Clip from New York Times, Dec. 15, 1861 

Entitled “Humphrey Marshall and His Gang” 

and reports on the Confederates return to Ken-

tucky.  It reads in part, “They are in West Lib-

erty under a cowardly bully named Jack May 

and would most gladly compromise to remain 

there if we would let them.  

James A. Garfield (center) 



their original fall mustering campsite of the Sam-

uel May farm.  Marshall immediately sent a 

squad of men to May’s farm to grind corn at the 

mill for his hungry army, but were driven off by 

Garfield’s forces. Early the next morning Mar-

shall moved his men south to the Forks of Mid-

dle Creek to avoid entrapment and took up de-

fensive positions in the hills surrounding the 

creek. Marshall placed the 5th Kentucky and 29th 

Virginia on his right wing overlooking the creek. 

The Cavalry was positioned on the other side of 

the creek and the artillery battery was positioned 

between them.  

          At 1:00 PM, January 10, 1862, Garfield’s 

pursuing army reached Marshall’s pickets a half-

mile upstream from the mouth of Middle Creek. 

Garfield ordered a squad of soldiers to dash into 

the valley and draw fire to learn the positions of 

the Confederates. It worked. Garfield ascended 

Graveyard Point and surveyed Confederate posi-

tions. He ordered two Ohio regiments to cross 

the swollen creek, but they drew heavy fire. In 

fact, Marshall’s artillery battery dropped heavy 

cannon shot into the midst of the Union forces, 

but because they were old, the explosive shot 

failed to detonate.  

            Garfield then sent the 14th and 22nd Kentucky regiments against fellow Kentuckians of 

the 5th Infantry Regiment, presumably including Henry, his two brothers and at least two Geve-

dons. The Union forces charged up the hill and engaged the 5th Kentucky in hand-to-hand com-

bat. In an ebb and flow that lasted most of the afternoon, the Federals attacked and were re-

pulsed repeatedly. Slowly the Confederates were pushed up the hill and at dusk the fighting 

stopped.  

            About 3000 men had fought furiously at Middle Creek in raw conditions. The best esti-

mates are that there were about 27 Union and 68 Confederate casualties. By nightfall, Mar-

shall’s men had not eaten for more than 30 hours. He now feared mass desertions by his tired, 

cold and hungry forces. He ordered the burning of his heaviest wagons and retreated southward 

to look for food for his men and forage for their horses. They traveled up the Left Fork of Mid-

dle Creek past modern-day Goodloe and Pyramid, over Brushy Mountain and down Brush 

Creek near modern-day Hueysville. They camped on the farm of Joseph Gearhart where they 

uprooted and burned all of the fence posts to keep warm. Garfield decided not to pursue them 

and retreated to his headquarters at Prestonburg. The Battle of Middle Creek was yet another 

defeat for the beleaguered rebels. James A. Garfield was promoted to Brigadier General and his 

victory would be his launching pad to the Whitehouse.  

            After staying for a week at the Gearhart farm, Marshall moved his men farther up the 

Right Beaver Creek to Martin’s Mill at modern-day Wayland. There they camped on the farm of 

Lithograph of the Battle 

 of  Middle Creek 



Confederate loyalist and large land owner Johnny Martin. Within a few days, Marshall retreated 

again to the safety of Pound Gap on the Virginia border. Once again the Confederate forces 

were faced with bitter cold and starvation.  Supplies were virtually unavailable locally and what 

they possessed had been hauled 55 miles from Virginia. There was also inevitably, disease. In 

February 1862, there was an outbreak of measles and mumps, and Marshall’s worst fears were 

realized. There was large-scale desertion. Muster cards show that both William Leach Gevedon 

and Willis Green Gevedon became sick and spent some time hospitalized in Virginia. In spite of 

these hardships, none of the Barkers or Gevedons deserted. 

            This is not to say that non-deserters never left their unit for a few days at a time. In a 

common practice called ‘ghosting’, men would slip away at night and return home to check on 

their families and then return to camp. Some of the men who lived close to a particular campsite 

and were prone to leaving had their pants taken from them each night. This apparently did not 

deter them completely since some were seen by relatives coming up the road in their long un-

derwear. 

            By early March, the 1400 Confederates had built 60 log huts capable of accommodating 

about a dozen men each. They also constructed a makeshift hospital, command post, and a com-

missary. They were hunkered down waiting for warmer weather and guarding the Gap’s strate-

gic position through the Cumberland Mountains when on March 16 they were attacked by 

Garfield’s forces. While one regiment kept the Confederates occupied in a frontal assault, an-

other regiment descended from one of the mountains above the camp. Completely taken off 

guard, the Confederates barely escaped with the cloths on their backs and were pursued six 

miles into Virginia before Garfield called off the chase. The Union forces ransacked the camp, 

taking clothing, blankets, arms and personal affects. Then they set it afire. Major Thompson, 

who was the commanding Confederate officer at Pound Gap, wrote to General Humphrey back 

at Abingdon.  

 

“I got out with all my men. I fought them nearly an hour and a half, until my retreat was 

nearly cut off. Then I was forced to retreat. The enemy was 2,500 infantry and 100 cav-

alry. My men are entirely without tents or blankets”.  

             

 

Victory and Triumphant 

Return to Kentucky 

 
          Once again the rebels retreated to Ab-

ingdon, Virginia and later camped at nearby 

Tazewell, but within a few weeks they were 

on the move again. On May 1, Union regi-

ments commanded by future presidents Wil-

liam McKinley and Ruterford B. Hayes had 

chased Confederates out of pro-south Prince-

ton, West Virginia in preparation for attack-

ing the Confederate held East Tennessee & 
Prestonburg, KY 1891 



Virginia Railroad. Alarmed, three different Confederate armies marched on Princeton from sev-

eral directions.  

            Jack May’s 5th Kentucky Mounted Infantry that included the Barkers and Gevedons was 

among the most battle-tested regiments. On May 15, as they approached Princeton, the 5th Ken-

tucky was brought forward to lead Marshall’s army up New Hope Church Road from the west. 

When they got within a mile of Princeton they were attacked by Union Forces. They quickly 

pushed the Federals back into Princeton. The next day saw several more skirmishes and the Un-

ion forces were sent retreating in a panic. By early morning on the 18th, Marshall’s Army had 

retaken Princeton. This was the first clear-cut victory the 5th Kentucky Infantry had achieved 

over the Union and the railroad remained in Confederate hands the rest of the war. Marshall’s 

army soon returned to camp near Tazewell, Va. for a long-deserved rest.  

            The Confederate fortunes in Kentucky were greatly improving. The Army of Mississippi 

with 32,000 men entered Kentucky and immediately drove Union forces north. Another army of 

20,000 joined them.  

            May’s 5th Kentucky was ordered to re-enter Kentucky and travel to Mt. Sterling to block 

the retreat of the Union army. They reached Piketon on August 8, to find it had already been 

raided by Confederate forces and was nearly deserted. They moved on to Prestonburg and 

Salyersville where they camped and waited for Marshall’s main army. By late August the two 

larger Confederate armies had occupied Richmond and by September 1,  they were in Lexing-

ton. In quick succession they also captured Danville, Paris and Georgetown. The terrified state 

legislature in Frankfort moved its operations to Louisville where martial law was declared. 

Panic was even beginning to grip Cincinnati. 

            On September 17, Marshall’s army led by the 5th Kentucky ‘Ragamuffins’ triumphantly 

entered West Liberty where they had first organized. They marched through town to the sound 

of a “brass band and drum and fife”. They received similar receptions as they entered Ow-

ingsville and Mount Sterling. In Owingsville, the 5th Kentucky Regiment was presented with a 

regiment flag made by the women of the town. 

            Word came that a large force of more than 50,000 Union troops was massing around 

Perrysville southwest of Lexington. On October 4, the 5th Kentucky marched through Paris and 

camped northeast of Lexington. The next day they passed through Lexington and camped just 

out of town to the southwest. On October 6,  they were ordered to march on Perrysville. By the 

time they arrived, the second largest battle in Kentucky was over. On October 8, nearly 80,000 

Confederate and Union forces had fought for four hours to a draw. There were 1,355 dead and 

5,480 wounded. After returning to Lexington briefly, Marshall’s forces returned south to guard 

the retreat of the main Confederate armies as they moved east through Richmond and Clay City. 

 

 

The Men of the Old 5th Lay Down Their Arms 

 
          The 5th Kentucky Regiment was approaching Hazel Green as the date of the unit’s 

scheduled disbanding was also approaching (October 21). They arrived in Hazel Green on Octo-

ber 20, 1862 and when they were ordered to continue on, the members of the 5th Kentucky Regi-

ment refused and said they were going home.  



            Although the Conscription Act of 1862 had recently been 

passed requiring twelve-month volunteers to reorganized for two 

additional years, both Col. May and Gen. Marshall had assured 

them that it had no force in Kentucky since it was still officially 

part of the Union. True to his word, Gen. Marshall intervened. He 

ordered his men to stack their arms and then discharged them. 

With that, a “magnificent regiment (had) vanished”.  

            The motivations for not re-enlisting were many. The men 

obviously missed their families and their help was needed at home. 

In addition, the thought of heading off to another state to fight 

while fighting in their own state threatened their families was dis-

tasteful. Finally, they had learned that Col. May had resigned his 

commission due to illness. 

            Some of the members of the 5th Kentucky Regiment were 

eventually persuaded to reenlist. As far as can be determined, the 

only Barker or Gevedon to do so was Henry’s brother George W. 

Barker. Muster cards for George show he re-enlisted in Company 

D of the ‘new’ 5th Kentucky and was with them through late 1864. His unit became part of the 

famous ‘Orphan Brigade’ or ‘Louisville Legion’. George survived the terrible slaughter at the 

Battle of Chickamauga and the siege of Atlanta. After the war he moved to Missouri where he 

became a judge. Henry Barker’s brother-in-law (Angeline’s brother) Joseph Gevedon was the 

only Barker or Gevedon not discharged on October 21, 1862. He had been captured at some 

point during the campaign and sent to prison in Louisville. There he became ill, probably from 

typhoid fever and was released to go home. He 

died in May 1862 and is buried in the Gevedon 

Cemetery on Gevedon Fork of Grassy Creek. A 

new marker has recently been placed next to his 

original tombstone.  

            The rest of the Barkers and Gevedons of 

Company A all lived to old age. Henry became a 

well known school teacher in Morgan County. 

Soon after Henry’s death in 1910, a fifty-year reun-

ion was organized. Fewer than a dozen attended. It 

is not known if any remaining Barkers or Gevedons 

were among them. 

            Inevitably, there are questions left unan-

swered. How did the war experience change the 

Barkers and Gevedons? Were there lingering ani-

mosities between regions and even families that af-

fected their lives? Would they have done it again? 

Unfortunately, there are no known family letters or 

documents that provide any clues. In the end, all 

we really know is that they fought and suffered and 

some of them died.  The survivors went home …….

……… and life went on.  

Henry M. Barker and  wife 

Angeline Gevedon circa  1900 


