My Patriot Ancestor

Edward Jarvis (1763-1836) of North Carolina and Kentucky —

A Fighter in War and in Peace
By Frances R. Nelson Salyers

Every family historian hopes to find at least
one ancestor who fought in the war that won in-
dependence from Great Britain and launched the
Grand Experiment known as the United States of
America. I have found two Revolutionary War
patriot ancestors (so far), and one of them — my
fourth great-grandfather Edward Jarvis — also
fought in the War of 1812.

Edward was born 31 July 1763 in Edgecomb
County, North Carolina.! He was 14 years old and
living in Wake County, North Carolina, when his
father, John Jarvis,? died. In the county court’s
February session, Edward chose Thomas Wooten
to be his guardian.* At age 15, he enlisted as a
patriot.

In his Revolutionary War pension applica-
tion filed in Muhlenberg County, Kentucky, on
27 August 1832 , Edward stated that he enlisted
in North Carolina and fought for three months
under the command of Captain Welch, then for
six months under Jeremiah Mobley and Archibald
Lytle. “We were marched to the relief of Savanah
[sic] but it surrendered before we got there,” he
stated in his application. “We then marched up
Savannah River on one side and the British on the
other. The British arrived at Augusta and lay there
and we took possession of Wallehorns [?] Bluff
. . . to watch their movements. The British then
marched down the river to Brier Creek, crossed
the river and burnt the bridge. . . . The British . .

. came in upon us behind and defeated us and we
lost many of our men in the retreat.”™

Edward next served under Woodson Daniel
and Col. Sumpter or Summer (he said he couldn’t
recall for sure), and then under Captain Samuel

Hye as a scout in the vicinity of the Battle of
Guilford Courthouse, North Carolina. After this
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Pension Application Cover, Edward Jarvis
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battle, he served for three months as a county
ranger under Colonel John Pope.’

“He saw out his time on each of the afore-
said tours and was honorably discharged and re-
ceived discharges but took no care of them. They
are lost,” wrote the clerk recording Edward’s ap-
plication. Even so, Edward was granted a yearly
pension of $120, which apparently continued until
his death in February 1836.

In the Revolutionary War pension paper-
work, the clerk presenting Edward’s declaration
in Judge Alney McLean’s court mentioned that
Edward was “also in the service of the United
States in the last war [The War of 1812] and was
in the battle at New Orleans.” Note that Edward
would have been about 51 years of age when
that battle was fought, 8 January 1815. Further
mention of his participation in the battle is found
in Rothert’s history of the county published in
1913. The author quotes from a lecture prepared
by Isaac Bard, a minister and civic leader who
arrived in Muhlenberg in 1823 and lived there
for almost a half-century. In the lecture, which
according to Rothert was written sometime after
1870, Bard states:

.. . These were the causes of the last
British War . . . and this was why Judge McLean,
Ephraim Brank, Edward Jarvis, Mike Severs,
Joseph McCown, John Shelton, Isiah Hancock
and others of Muhlenberg fought the British. It
is said that Ephraim Brank and Edward Jarvis
mounted the breastworks and there fired into the
British army, as they marched up, as fast as their
friends could load the rifles for them.”’

Migration to Kentucky

Around 1792, Edward moved from Wake
County, North Carolina, to “the Crab Orchard in
Kentucky” [in Lincoln County].® In 1798 he re-
ceived 200 acres on Cypress Creek in Christian
County.’ In the following year, that section of
Christian became part of the new Muhlenberg
County. Muhlenberg court records include the
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Record of Stock Mark Registration, Muhlenberg County, 27 August
1799. Source: Muhlenberg County, Kentucky, Court Records, Book
1, Page 89

registration of Edward’s stock mark, “a crop and
slit in the left ear and a hole in the right ear,” dat-
ed 27 August 1799.1
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Land Survey Record, 200 Acres on Cypress Creek, Christian
County, December 1799Source: Kentucky Land Grants South of
Green River, Volume 10. Thomas D. Clark Center for Kentucky
History

Edward began acquiring more land and in
1800 was taxed for two tracts of land totaling
400 acres on Cypress Creek.!! Through 1831, he
claimed, bought and sold several large parcels
of land along Cypress, Thompson, and Isaac’s
creeks. He is named in Kentucky land grants
3206, 2388, 2389, 2390, and 3937'? — and in vari-
ous claims recorded in Muhlenberg courts.

Edward grew tobacco on at least some of his
land. He is listed as one of more than 40 grow-
ers whose tobacco harvest was inspected at the
Lewisburg warehouse on the banks of the Green
River in Muhlenberg County between 1 December
1809 and 1 June 1810."
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Land Survey, 200 Acres on Cypress Creek, December 1800
Source: Kentucky Land Grants South of Green River, Volume 13.
Thomas D. Clark Center for Kentucky History

Early county records list Edward Jarvis and
others assigned to clear roads in the area. Among
the men who worked with him in 1804 on the
road from Greenville along Harris’s Branch to
Littlepage’s Ferry were “John Earls [?] and hands
Benjamin Clark and hands Wm [?] Nall James
McCaless [?] William Grayson and hands William
McAdue Sr. William McAdue Jr. Jesse Oats and
hands William Oats Eli Smith William Hanly [or
Stanly] John Grayson Sikes Garris Sharp Garris
William Bradford Wm Campbells hands Michael
Goodnight Peter Goodnight Edward Jarvis John
Jarvis William Wilkins & Son open and keep
the Same in repair thirty feet wide as the Law
directs.”*

Family Life

Documenting Edward’s family life has been
more challenging than proving his military service
and land ownership. He married at least twice. I
have found only one record of his wife “Polly,”
who was documented by name when the couple
sold land on Cypress Creek for a token price of
$10 to their son Edward Jr. on 2 August 1819.7
Edward and Polly probably married circa 1784 in
North Carolina.'®

At least two publications state that Edward
and Mary had eight children: Sarah, Sion/Simon,
John, Margaret Elizabeth, Mary (a.k.a. Polly),
Edward Jr., Josiah, and Delila.”” ** T have yet
to find primary sources that name the children
other than Edward Jr., Josiah, and John. (A John
Jarvis was appointed administrator to the estate of
Edward Jarvis.)"”
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The name of Edward’s second wife, Mary, is
documented in her application for a Revolutionary
War widow’s pension.?’ A Muhlenberg County
register lists a marriage on 11 September 1824
for Mary Forrester and Edward Jarrard.” That
record haunted me for months! The date lined up
with my thoughts about when Edward married
Mary, but who was Edward Jarrard? Finally, in the
Revolutionary War pension records, I found the
marriage license and return certifying that Edward
married Mary Forrester on 11 September 1824.
There was also a statement from County Clerk J.
Reno certifying that the “foregoing license and
return is a true and perfect transcript and record of
this office.” The statement is dated 17 November
1854. I think the confirmation of the marriage
and the marriage date was necessary because of
the incorrect listing in the register and because
of a change in the law that made Mary eligible
for a widow’s pension. As stated by the National
Archives and Records Administration: “On July
29, 1848 (9 Slat. 265), Congress provided life
pensions for widows of veterans who were mar-
ried before January 2, 1800. All restrictions
pertaining to the date of marriage were removed
by acts of February 3, 1853 (10 Stat. 154), and
February 28, 1855 (10 Stat. 616).”%

Edward and Mary’s son was born circa
1829. They named him Edward Jr.?® — the same
name given to a son born in 1794 to Edward
and his wife Polly. The first Edward Jr. appar-
ently died circa 1823, six years before the second
Edward Jr. was born. Perhaps Edward Sr. was me-
morializing the first Edward Jr. by bestowing the
name on another son.

In 1830, the couple had a daughter, Nancy
Jane,?* who in 1850 married Gillis Spinks.”
Shortly after the marriage, the 54-year-old widow
Mary Jarvis moves from her own home to live in
the newlyweds’ household.? Next door are James
and Susan Bennett. At least one researcher be-
lieves Susan to be another daughter, the first-born
to Edward and Mary.”
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Close by live the Jason Mercer family (no
doubt related to Amanda Catherine Mercer, who
married Nancy’s brother, the second Edward Jr.)
and the Joseph Forrester family (likely related to
Edward’s widow Mary Forrester Jarvis).”®

Fighting Spirit

When I discovered that Edward volunteered
to fight in wars when he was 15 and again at age
51, I thought of him as supremely patriotic. As
I dug deeper into Muhlenberg County records, I
began to think that maybe Edward just liked to
fight! At the Kentucky Department for Libraries
and Archives in Frankfort, donning white cotton
gloves, I held original court papers indicating that
my fourth great-grandfather stirred up some trouble
in his day. In March 1805, Edward’s neighbor and
fellow road crew member Peter Goodnight — who
“now is and during all his lifetime hitherto hath
been a good, true, faithful & honest citizen . . .” —
files complaint that Edward has used “false, scan-
dalous, defamatory & malicious words” against
him. It seems that Edward had, in the presence of
others, accused citizen Goodnight of stealing and
marking one of Edward’s hogs!®”’ I’'m still trying to
determine the outcome of that case.
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In the same year, Edward was the plaintiff,
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Summons for Edward Jarvis to Answer to a Charge of Public
Intoxication, 1804.Source: Research Library, Kentucky
Department for Library and Archives, Frankfort, Ky. Muhlenberg
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Carolina. I welcome tips from others.

In the meantime, best wishes for great suc-

County Court Records, Box 9, Case 1281 cess as you research your own Revolutionary War
ancestors.
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